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Public  Health  Department, 
Crown  Mansions,  41J,  Union  Street, 
Aberdeen,  30 th  May , 1927. 

To 

The  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 

AND 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1926.  The  Keport 
has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board. 

1 have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
valuable  services  rendered  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Staff. 


■ 
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REPORT. 


COMPLAINTS. 


Undernoted  is  a tabular  statement  regarding  the  number  of  complaints 
received,  all  of  which  were  attended  to  : — 


Complaints 

received. 

(a)  Choked  or  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences,  905 

No  action 
necessary. 

142 

( b ) Dampness,  ....... 

109 

36 

(c)  Want  of  cleanliness,  ..... 

319 

118 

(d)  Overcrowding,  ...... 

232 

62 

(e)  Dwellings  infested  with  vermin, 

342 

55 

(/)  Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  domestic  animals, 

223 

41 

(g)  Olfensive  smells,  ...... 

148 

64 

(h)  Accumulations  of  refuse,  .... 

203 

29 

(i)  Structural  repairs,  ..... 

. 1,269 

33 

(j)  Other, 

127 

50 

3,877  630 

The  total  number  of  complaints  was  3,877,  as  compared  with  3,365  in  the 

previous  year.  As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years, 

the  largest  proportion  of 

the  complaints  referred  to  the  need  for  structural  repairs.  The  total 

number  of 

complaints  received  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Department. 

DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  38  properties 
were  examined  and  found  defective.  The  owners  of  these  houses  were  called 
upon  by  the  Department  to  carry  out  the  alterations  necessary  in  order  to  put  the 
premises  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements.  In  27  cases,  the  work  was 
completed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  In  12  properties,  in  connection  with  which 
notices  were  served  in  the  previous  year,  the  necessary  alterations  were  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  past  year. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (A). 

The  number  of  choked  drains  was  1,147,  as  compared  with  1,057  in  the 
previous  year;  while  the  number  of  choked  w.c.’s  was  151,  as  compared  with  160. 
In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings against  a house  proprietor  for  failure  to  clear  out  a choked  drain  or  w.c. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a large  percentage 
of  such  chokages  is  due  to  improper  usage  on  the  part  of  the  tenants.  Several 
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years  ago  the  Department  introduced  the  policy  of  sending  letters  of  warning  to 
the  tenants  in  all  cases  where  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  chokage  was  due 
to  wilful  interference  or  improper  use.  During  the  year,  217  letters  were  sent,  as 
compared  with  277  in  the  previous  year. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  28  tenants  regarding  the  improper  use  of  common 
sinks.  Legal  proceedings  had  to  be  instituted  against  one  tenant  in  connection  with 
repeated  contraventions  of  this  nature.  A penalty  of  twenty  shillings  was  imposed. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1914,  reference  was  made  to  complaints  having 
been  received  regarding  the  offensive  state  of  the  Newlands  Burn.  This  burn 
received  the  sewage  from  a considerable  number  of  houses  situated  within  the  Aber- 
deen District  of  the  County,  and  also  from  five  houses  within  the  City.  The  Town 
Council  at  that  time  extended  the  sewer  to  the  outskirts  of  the  City  boundary,  and 
the  drains  of  the  five  houses  within  the  City  were  immediately  thereafter  connected 
with  the  new  sewer.  The  Town  Council  at  the  same  time  communicated  with  the 
Aberdeen  District  Committee  drawing  attention  to<  the  state  of  matters  so  far  as 
the  houses  outside  the  City  were  concerned,  and  requesting  them  to  take  steps  with 
the  view  of  having  the  sewage  from  the  houses  within  the  District  Committee’s 
jurisdiction  intercepted  and  effectively  disposed  of.  The  negotiations  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  War,  but  the  area  in  which  the  houses  outside  the  City  boundary 
are  situated  has  been  formed  into  a Special  Water  and  Drainage  District  by  the 
District  Committee.  Sewers  have  been  provided,  and  a number  of  the  houses  have 
already  been  connected  with  these  sewers.  The  work  is  being  rapidly  pushed  on, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  remainder  of  the  properties  will  be  connected  up  at  an 
early  date. 

Fishers'  Squares , Footdee. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  in 
these  Squares. 

Water-closets  and  Sinks. 

Twenty-three  additional  water-closets  were  provided  during  the  year,  and  one 
privy  was  replaced  by  a water-closet.  Three  additional  sinks  were  also  fitted  up. 
As  stated  in  my  report  for  the  previous  year,  there  are  a number  of  dwelling-houses 
situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  City  in  which  there  are  no  sewers.  Water  mains 
have,  however,  recently  been  laid  in  some  of  these  districts,  and,  in  such  cases, 
notices  have  been  served  upon  the  owners  calling  upon  them  to  construct  cesspools 
and  to  provide  water-closets  and  sinks. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses. — The  following  table,  furnished  by  Mr.  A.  B. 
Gardner,  Director  of  Housing,  shows  the  number  of  houses  contracted  for,  com- 
pleted, and  under  construction  under  the  Corporation  Housing  Schemes  since  1919, 
as  also  the  number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy, 
as  at  31st  December  last : — 


9 


/ Torry,  . 

262 

1 Cattofield, 

48 

(1)  No.  of  houses  contracted  for,  . ! 

1 

| Hilton,  . 

300 

1 Smithfield, 

40 

! 

I Slum  clearance, 

96 

\ 

\ 

746 

( Torrv,  . 

230 

Cattofield, 

48 

(2)  No.  of  houses  completed,  . . < 

Hilton,  . 

96 

Smithfield, 

nu 

Slum  clearance, 

, 

mi 

374 

f Torry,  . 

32 

Cattofield, 

Nil 

(3)  No.  of  houses  under  construction,  J 

f Hilton,  . 

204 

1 Smithfield, 

40 

Slum  clearance, 

96 

372 

(4)  No.  of  houses  approved  for  erection  by  private  enterprise  w 

ith  the 

aid  of  subsidies  under  the  Housin' 

y Acts,  1923  and  1921, 

531 

(5)  No.  of  such  houses  erected  by  31st  December, 

. 

278 

Since  the  close  of  last  year,  and  up  to  the  date  of  writing  this  report,  12 
additional  houses  have  been  occupied  at  Torry,  44  at  Hilton,  and  22  at  Smithfield. 

All  the  houses  erected  or  proposed  to  be  erected  under  Housing  Schemes  are  of 
a size  not  exceeding  four  rooms.  Of  the  278  houses  erected  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy, 
80  contained  more  than  four  rooms. 

On  5th  January  last,  the  Town  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  the  erection  at 
Cattofield  and  Hilton  of  1,000  houses  of  the  three-apartment  flatted  type  (four 
houses  in  each  block). 

I am  indebted  to  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  following  in- 
formation regarding  the  number  of  houses  built,  inclusive  of  houses  erected  under 
the  Housing  (Financial  Assistance  to  Builders)  Scheme  (Scotland),  1920:  — 

Houses  Erected  Without  Houses  Erected  With 

Subsidy.  Subsidy. 


1919,  . 

Total  No.  of 
Dwelling-houses. 

Nil 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 
and  under. 

Nil 

Total  No.  of 
Dwelling-houses. 

Nil 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 
and  under 

Nil 

1920,  . 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1921,  . 

3 

3 

27 

9 

1922,  . 

8 

Nil 

21 

8 

1923,  . 

34 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

1924,  . 

53 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1925,  . 

39 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1926,  . 

19 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals, 

157 

58 

49 

!7 

10 


During  1926,  the  plans  of  27  non-subsidy  houses — 16  of  which  consisted  of 
houses  of  more  than  four  rooms — were  approved,  but  the  erection  of  none  of  these 
houses  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  erected 
in  Aberdeen  during  the  period  1919-26  was  858,  and,  of  these,  211  contained  more 
than  four  rooms. 


Housing  Requirements. 

In  the  Housing  Scheme  approved  by  the  Town  Council  on  17th  November, 
1919,  the  approximate  number  of  houses  required  to  meet  the  needs  at  the  time 
was  stated  to  be  4,000.  In  a return  submitted  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health 
in  October  last,  the  immediate  housing  requirements  of  the  City  were  summarised 
as  follows : — 

I.  To  relieve  overcrowding,  ...... 

II.  To  replace  houses  at  present  occupied  which  should  be 
closed  and  demolished  (not  to  include  houses  entered 
under  III.,  ........ 

III.  To  re-house  persons  who  will  be  dispossessed  by  Im- 
provement and  Reconstruction  Schemes  under  Part 
II  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925, 

IY.  To  accommodate  persons  at  present  living  in  furnished 
apartments  or  otherwise  who  desire  a house, 


1,000  houses. 


1,500 


318 


2,500 


Total  number  of  houses  immediately  required, 


5,318 


I. — Overcrowding. 

Reference  to  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  overcrowded  houses  in  the 
City  which  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department,  and,  in  all 
the  circumstances,  it  was  considered  that  1,000  additional  house®  to  relieve  over- 
crowding was  a very  moderate  estimate  of  this  need. 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  past  year  the  number  of  overcrowded 
houses  discovered  was  168,  and  in  only  39  of  these  has  it  been  possible,  up  to  the 
time  of  writing,  to  abate  the  overcrowding.  The  number  of  houses  where  the  excess 
was  greater  than  two  adults  was  26.  In  two  cases  the  excess  was  as  great  as 
5 1 adults. 

In  previous  Annual  Reports,  details  have  been  given  regarding  some  of  the 
worst  cases  discovered  annually.  It  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  give  similar 
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1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

Totals. 

Houses  measured,  . 

1,640 

1,406 

711 

609 

709 

742 

792 

724 

691 

639 

572 

9,235 

Number 

found  overcrowded, 

90 

106 

99 

58 

130 

167 

137 

170 

202 

168 

168 

1,495 

Number  where  overcrowding 
was  abated, 

89 

98 

82 

42 

66 

78 

49 

41 

64 

29 

39 

677 

Number  where  overcrowd- 
ing was  not  abated, 

1 

8 

17 

16 

64 

89 

88 

129 

138 

139 

129 

818 

Number  where  excess  was  not 
more  than  ^ adult, 

22 

32 

18 

12 

16 

27 

18 

24 

37 

29 

30 

265 

I)o. 

do.  1 ,, 

27 

41 

50 

18 

53 

54 

48 

49 

54 

49 

51 

494 

Do. 

do.  adults. 

22 

17 

15 

14 

26 

36 

29 

37 

38 

26 

33 

293 

Do. 

do.  2 

14 

11 

10 

9 

17 

17 

16 

26 

28 

31 

28 

207 

Do. 

do.  2\  ,, 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

15 

10 

12 

19 

11 

8 

94  j 

Do. 

do.  3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

7 

13 

11 

10 

9 

65 

| Do. 

do.  3£  ,, 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

7 

4 

2 

8 

7 

2 

35 

j Do. 

do.  4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

i 

2 

18 

1 Do. 

do.  4^  ,, 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

11 

| Do. 

do.  5 ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

o 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 Do. 

do.  5£  ,. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

5 

Do. 

do.  6 , , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

information  for  the  past  year.  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  however,  that  in  a large 
proportion  of  the  cases  it  has  been  found  impossible  even  to  mitigate  the  over- 
crowding. 

In  addition  to  the  question  of  overcrowding  as  judged  by  a standard  of  cubic 
capacity,  there  must  be  kept  in  mind  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  exist  in  a 
large  number  of  houses  in  the  City  as  regards  the  non-separation  of  the  sexes. 

In  order  to  obtain  additional  information  as  to  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in 
the  City,  100  houses  in  each  Ward  were  visited,  and  their  cubic  capacity  and  the 
number  of  persons  living  in  each  house  ascertained.  The  houses  visited  consisted 
of  one  room,  two  rooms,  and  three  rooms,  and  the  number  of  each  size  and  type  of 
house  visited  was  in  proportion  to  the  total  number  of  houses  of  each  size  and  type 
in  each  Ward.  The  houses  were  chosen  at  random,  and  consisted,  in  equal  propor- 
tions, of  houses  which  might  be  classed  as  “good,”  “indifferent,”  and  “bad.”  No 
house  which  prior  to  the  inquiry  was  known  to  be  overcrowded  was  included. 
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Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  obtained:  — 


Ward. 

No.  of 
One- 
roomed 
Houses 
Visited. 

No. 

Over- 

crowded. 

No.  of 
Two- 
roomed 
Houses 
Visited. 

No. 

Over- 

crowded. 

No.  of 
Three- 
roomed 
Houses 
Visited. 

No. 

Over- 

crowded. 

Total 
No.  of 
Houses 
Visited. 

No. 

Over- 

crowded. 

Per 

Centage. 

St  Clements, . 

23 

11 

48 

9 

29 

3 

100 

23 

St.  Andrew’s, 

16 

4 

54 

8 

30 

2 

100 

14 

Greyfriars, 

33 

12 

44 

6 

23 

2 

100 

20 

Torry,  . 

8 

3 

55 

2 

37 

1 

100 

6 

St.  Nicholas,  . 

21 

10 

51 

5 

28 

3 

100 

18 

Ferryhillj 

10 

1 

62 

7 

28 

1 

100 

9 

Ruthrieston,  . 

3 

1 

48 

2 

49 

0 

100 

3 

Rubislaw, 

5 

0 

45 

1 

50 

1 

100 

2 

Rosemount,  . 

10 

4 

51 

6 

39 

0 

100 

10 

St.  Machar,  . 

10 

5 

61 

6 

29 

2 

100 

13 

Woodside, 

11 

4 

47 

6 

42 

4 

100 

14 

150 

55 

566 

58 

384 

19 

1,100 

132 

12 

It  will,  therefore,  be  observed  that  of  the  1,100  houses  visited,  132,  or  12  per 
cent.,  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  The  total  number  of  houses  of  one,  two,  and 
three  rooms,  as  ascertained  at  the  1921  census  was  26,904,  so  that,  estimated  in  this 
manner,  the  total  number  of  houses  required  to  relieve  overcrowding  is  3,228.  When 
it  is  taken  into  account,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  11,  that  within  recent 
years  there  has  been  found  annually  a large  number  of  houses  in  which  it  has  been 
impossible  to  abate  the  overcrowding,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  houses  (1000) 
given  in  the  recent  estimate  as  being  required  to  relieve  overcrowding  is  very  low. 

The  original  estimate  of  1,000  houses  required  to  relieve  overcrowding,  which 
has  been  criticised  as  being  excessive,  is  therefore  now  proved  to  be  much  too  low. 


II.  — Insanitary  Dwellings. 

The  number  of  houses  required  to  replace  houses  at  present  occupied  which  should 
be  closed  and  demolished  is  estimated  at  1,500.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  318  houses 
included  under  the  Improvement  Scheme  recently  approved  of. 

In  December,  1922,  a report  was  submitted  to  the  Town  Council  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  there  were  1,099  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Of  these  houses,  317  have  been  included  in  the  Improvement  Scheme,  leaving  782 
houses  still  to  be  dealt  with.  In  the  Report,  however,  it  was  stated  that  it  must  be 
understood  that  this  number  is  no  measure  of  the  prevalence  of  uninhabitable 
dwellings,  and  that  the  number  could  readily  be  greatly  increased  without  en- 
croaching on  the  minimum  standard  of  sanitary  fitness  of  a house.  Since  that 
date,  a.  more  comprehensive  survey  of  the  City  has  been  made,  and  justifies  the 
estimate  that  1,500  houses  should  be  closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
so  soon  as  additional  dwellings  can  be  provided. 

III.  — Slum  Clearance. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to>  include  in  the  estimate  any  houses  which 
might  be  included  in  future  Improvement  Schemes.  The  three  congested  areas  in 
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the  City  have  now  been  scheduled  for  demolition,  and  the  remaining  uninhabitable 
houses  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  powers  for  dealing  with  uninhabitable  housee.' 
contained  in  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  and  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  Act,  1881. 


IV. — Sub -let  Houses. 

In  order  to  obtain  an  accurate  measure  of  the  number  of  sub-let  houses,  an 
intensive  survey  of  all  the  tenemented  houses  in  the  City  was  made  towards  the  end 
of  last  year.  It  was  found  that  in  these  houses  there  were  1,991  families  living  in 
sub-let  apartments.  In  making  the  inquiry,  a distinction  was  made  between  those 
persons  who  should  rightly  be  regarded  as  lodgers  or  boarders  and  those  who  were 
potential  householders. 

As  a supplement  to  the  information  thus  obtained,  the  City  Assessor  supplied 
information  regarding  the  number  of  additional  families  living  in  the  houses  not 
included  in  the  census  referred  to.  The  number  amounted  to  241. 

From  the  table  on  p.  14  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  families  living  in 
sub-let  houses  at  the  end  of  last  year  was  2,232.  Of  this  number,  691  additional 
families  were  living  in  two-roomed  houses,  originally  let  for  the  use  of  a single  family ; 
while  719  additional  families  were  living  in  three-roomed  houses  originally  let  for 
a single  family.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  in  the  houses  visited  no  fewer  than 
2,101  families  were  occupying  a single  room. 

In  the  census  returns  for  1911,  no  information  is  given  regarding  sub-let 
houses.  Sub-letting,  however,  was  virtually  unknown  in  the  City  in  1911.  In 
the  census  returns  for  1921,  the  number  of  houses  with  sub-let  portions  was 
found  to  be  1,272.  The  number  of  sub-let  houses  has,  therefore,  within  about  five 
years  been  increased  by  960. 

The  original  estimate  of  2,500  houses  required  to  accommodate  persons  living 
in  furnished  apartments  or  otherwise  who  desire  a house  is,  therefore,  found  to*  be 
approximately  correct.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  overcrowding  and  sub-letting 
go  hand  in  hand,  and  accordingly  the  original  estimate  of  a.  total  of  3,500  houses  is 
retained  as  a reasonable  measure  of  the  number  of  new  houses  required  to  relieve 
overcrowding  and  abate  sub-letting. 

The  rents  which  are  being  charged  for  sub-let  houses — the  larger  proportion  of 
which  are  furnished  almost  entirely  by  the  sub-tenant — prove  that  the  persons 
occupying  these  sub-let  houses  are  not  doing  so  from  choice.  So  remunerative 
has  the  letting  of  single  rooms  proved  to  be  that  some  landlords,  whenever  a house 
becomes  vacant,  let  the  house  in  single  rooms,  instead  of,  as  hitherto,  as  a two  or  a 
three-roomed  house.  As  an  illustration,  I quote  the  following  case  which  recently 
came  under  the  notice  of  the  Department.  The  occupier  of  a four-roomed  house, 
of  a very  inferior  type,  died  in  the  autumn  of  last  year.  The  annual  rent  paid 
by  him  was  £15  (exclusive  of  taxes),  but  for  some  years  prior  to  his  death  he  had 
been  sub-letting  some  of  the  rooms.  This  fact  was  known  to  the  proprietrix,  who, 
after  the  death  of  the  tenant,  obtained  possession  of  the  four  rooms  and  let  each  of 
the  rooms  to  separate  tenants.  The  rents  now  being  charged  for  these  rooms  are 
as  undernoted: — One  room  and  closet  (unfurnished),  10s.  per  week;  one  room 
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(unfurnished),  7s.  per  week;  one  room  let  as  “partly  furnished” — the  furniture 
consisting  of  an  old  couch — 10s.  per  week;  and  the  fourth  room,  also  let  as 
“partly  furnished” — the  furnishings  consisting  of  a bedstead,  a bedroom  table, 
and  a,  piece  of  linoleum — 6s.  per  week.  The  rent,  therefore,  meantime  obtained 
for  the  four  rooms  is  at  the  rate  of  £85s.  16s.,  inclusive  of  taxes.  Although  the 
case  referred  to  may  be  regarded  as  an  extreme  one,  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  Department  that  in  a number  of  cases  the  rent  charged  for  a sub-let 
“ furnished  ” room  is  greater  than  the  rent  of  a modern  three-roomed  house.  It 
is  true  that  in  some  oases  the  sub-let  rooms  are  fully  furnished,  but  even  in  such 
cases — the  occupier,  if  he  had  previously  owned  furniture,  is  at  a disadvantage, 
because  he  must  either  pay  for  the  storage  of  the  furniture  or  dispose  of  it.  Owing 
to  the  high  rents  charged  for  furnished  rooms,  it  is  within  our  knowledge  that  in 
some  cases  the  occupants  of  such  rooms  have  had  to  dispose  of  their  furniture 
in  order  to  be  able  to  meet  their  financial  obligations.  The  result  will  be  that 
when  the  time  does  come  when  unfurnished  houses  are  available,  the  persons 
referred  to  will  have  financial  difficulty  in  furnishing  their  houses. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  extent  to  which  sub-letting  is  prevalent  in  certain 
properties,  the  case  of  a property,  of  an  inferior  type,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
City  may  be  given.  This  property,  as  let  by  the  owner,  consists  of  six  dwellings 
of  four  rooms  each,  and  two  dwellings  of  three  rooms  each.  Five  of  the  tenants 
have  sub-let  one  or  more  rooms,  with  the  result  that  there  are  15  separate  families 
living  in  the  property.  There  are  sinks  provided  in  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
eight  tenants,  but  none  of  the  sub-tenants  have  sinks  in  their  houses.  There  are 
only  two  w.c.’s  for  the  use  of  the  15  families.  The  total  number  of  persons  mean- 
time living  in  the  property  is  81,  as  compared  with  52  when  the  houses  were  let  by 
the  proprietor.  Four  of  the  sub-let  houses  are  overcrowded;  while  one  of  the 
principal  tenants’  houses  is  also  overcrowded. 

The  tenant  of  one  of  the  four-roomed  houses,  for  which  a monthly  rent  of 
31s.  6d.  is  payable,  has  let  two  unfurnished  rooms  to  separate  families  at  rents  of 
12s.  and  14s.  per  month,  respectively.  This  tenant  is  therefore  obtaining  the  use  of 
two  rooms  at  a monthly  rental  of  5s.  6d.  per  month.  Another  tenant  of  a similarly 
sized  house  has  also  let  two  unfurnished  rooms  to  separate  families  at  rents  of  10s. 
and  13s.  per  month,  respectively,  and  is  therefore  able  to  occupy  the  remaining  two 
rooms  at  a monthly  rental  of  8s.  6d. 

While  taking  the  sub-letting  census,  it  was  obvious  that  a considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  2,101  families  in  one-roomed  houses  were  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions,  but  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  measure  such  houses  and  to 
serve  formal  notices  upon  the  occupants,  because,  owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of 
houses,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  occupants  to  find  adequate  accom- 
modation elsewhere. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  overcrowding  in  these  sublet  houses,  there  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  the  inadequacy  of  the  sink  and  w.c.  accommodation. 
The  apartment  in  which  the  sink  is  situated  is  usually  occupied  by  the  principal 
tenant,  with  the  result  that  the  sub-tenant  is  dependent  upon  the  principal  tenant 
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for  the  use  of  a water  supply.  Numerous  complaints  have  been  made  to  the 
Department  by  sub-tenants  to  the  effect  that  they  have  been  prohibited  from  using 
the  sink  in  the  kitchen,  with  the  result  that  they  had  no  alternative  but  to  obtain 
their  water  supply  from  a tap  in  the  wash-house,  situated  in  the  back  court. 
Similarly,  of  course,  as  the  result  of  the  general  sub-letting,  the  w.o.  accom- 
modation provided  is  inadequate  for  the  number  of  families  meantime  residing 
in  such  properties.  The  Department  have  not  considered  it  advisable  to  call  upon 
the  proprietors  to  fit  up  additional  sinks  and  w.c.’s.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
sub-letting  has  been  done  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  and,  consequently,  he 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  provide  the  necessary  additional  accommodation. 
Moreover,  the  number  of  one  and  two-roomed  houses  in  the  City  was,  before  sub- 
letting came  into  existence,  so  large  that  it  was  felt  it  would  be  a retrograde  step 
to  attempt  to  compel  the  provision  of  sinks  in  sub-let  apartments,  and  thus  tend  to 
perpetuate  the  use  of  such  apartments  as  separate  dwellings. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  if  the  housing  needs  of  the  City  are  to  be 
adequately  met,  the  figure  (5,318)  stated  in  the  estimate  is  not  unduly  high.  It 
has  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  number  of  houses  which  can  be  erected 
annually  is  restricted  by  the  amount  of  labour  available,  and,  consequently, 
several  years  must  elapse  before  the  necessary  number  of  houses  can  be  erected. 

It  is  frequently  asserted  that  every  additional  house  built  sets  free  a house 
which  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  occupant  of  the  newly  erected  house.  In  order 
to  determine  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  all  the  houses  erected  under  the  Housing 
Schemes,  or  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy,  have  recently  been  visited  and  information 
obtained  as  to  the  number  of  houses  vacated  in  the  City  by  the  occupants  of  the 
new  houses. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  obtained:  — 
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4 

It  will  accordingly  be  observed  that,  out  of  the  452  houses  erected  under 
Housing  Schemes,  203  were  being  occupied  by  persons  who  had  not  previously 
been  householders  in  the  City.  Of  the*  houses  erected  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy, 
108  were  being  occupied  by  persons  who  had  not  previously  been  householders.  In 
other  words,  43  per  cent,  of  all  the  new  houses  in  the  City  are  occupied  by  persons 
who  did  not  release  another  house  for  occupation. 
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Conversion  and  Demolition  of  Existing  Dwelling-houses  for  Business  Purposes,  &c. 

During  the  period  from  23rd  December,  1919,  to  23rd  December,  1921,  the 
Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919,  prohibited,  without  the  permission  in 
writing  of  the  Local  Authority,  any  person  demolishing  in  whole  or  in  part,  or 
using  otherwise  than  as  a dwelling-house,  any  house  which  was  at  3rd  December, 
1919,  reasonably  fit  or  reasonably  capable  without  reconstruction  of  being  rendered 
fit  for  human  habitation.  This  power,  however,  expired  on  23rd  December,  1921, 
and  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  that  since  that  date  205 
dwelling-houses,  consisting,  almost  without  exception,  of  dwelling-houses  of  three 
rooms  or  less,  have  either  been  demolished  or  have  ceased  to  be  used  as  dwelling- 
houses.  The  conversion  of  west-end  dwelling-houses  into  business  premises  has 
been  eliminated  from  this  calculation. 

Structural  Defects  and  Want  of  Repair. 

Particulars  as  to  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.  (B). 

As  has  been  the  practice  for  a number  of  years,  a complete  sanitary  survey  is 
made  of  all  houses  in  which  a case  of  tuberculosis  has  occurred,  or  to  which  a person 
still  suffering  from  that  disease  has  removed. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  such  surveys  was  393. 

All  structural  defects  and  want  of  repair  found  in  these  houses  were  dealt  with. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  sleeping  apartments  and 
to  their  freedom  from  dampness. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  structural  defects  and  want  of 
repair  was  1,269,  as  compared  with  1,092  in  the  previous  year.  In  only  33  of  these 
cases  was  it  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  Inspectors,  in  the 
course  of  the  systematic  inspection  of  their  district,  pay  particular  attention  to  these 
conditions,  with  the  result  that  every  structural  defect  coming  under  their  notice 
is  immediately  dealt  with. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
by  the  Department  in  past  years  in  order  to  secure  that  the  windows  of  all  sleeping 
apartments  can  be  easily  opened  for  purposes  of  ventilation.  The  result  has  been 
that  there  are  now  comparatively  few  windows  which  do  not  comply  with  these 
requirements,  so  that  during  the  year  only  19  sleeping  apartments  required  to  be 
dealt  with.  In  three  cases  it  was  found  that  unsuitable  apartments  were  being 
used  for  sleeping  purposes,  and  after  notices  had  been  served  upon  the  occupants, 
the  apartments  ceased  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  In  four  sleeping  apartments, 
enclosed  beds  were  opened  up. 

As  can  readily  be  understood,  dampness  is  a frequent  source  of  complaint 
in  the  older  type  of  dwellings,  and  in  this  connection  147  dwellings  were  dealt  with. 
In  80  properties  the  roof  coverings  were  repaired;  in  12,  the  window  rybats  re- 
pointed; in  22,  the  external  walls  were  reharled  or  otherwise  repaired;  and  in  33, 
other  remedial  measures  were  carried  out. 

In  the  inspection  of  houses,  careful  attention  is  paid  to  any  want  of  repair. 
During  the  past  year,  the  floors  of  65  dwelling  apartments  were  repaired,  as  were 
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also  the  floors  of  149  lobbies  and  stair  landings  (including  stair  steps).  In  146 
dwelling  apartments,  791  lobbies  and  staircases,  270  water-closets,  198  wash-houses, 
and  58  pends,  the  plaster  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  repaired.  The  woodwork 
around  sinks  was  renewed  or  repaired  in  82  houses,  22  defective  chimneys  and  56 
grates  or  fire-places  were  repaired ; while  the  doors  of  dwelling  apartments  were 
renewed  or  repaired  in  58  cases. 

As  was  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  was  found  that  proprietors  are  prone  to 
allow  wash-houses,  w.c.’s,  and  cellars  to  fall  into  a state  of  disrepair.  The  amount 
of  repairs  required  in  these  pertinents  of  dwelling-houses  was  not  so  large  as  in  the 
preceding  two  years. 

I have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a considerable  amount  of  the 
want  of  repair  in  a number  of  houses  is  due  to  carelessness  or  malicious  mischief. 
During  the  year,  735  windows  or  roof-lights  were  reglazed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Department,  as  compared  with  496  in  the  previous  year,  and  627  in  1924.  In  a 
great  many  cases  it  is  impossible  to  discover  the  culprits.  It  is  common  knowledge 
that  frequently  the  damage  is  not  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their  families,  but  is 
the  result  of  malicious  mischief  on  the  part  of  young  persons  in  the  district.  In 
other  cases,  however,  the  damage  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their 
families. 

Pawing  of  Back  Courts  and  Passages. 

There  are  now  comparatively  few  properties  in  the  City  where  the  back  courts 
are  not  paved  or  otherwise  suitably  surfaced.  There  is,  however,  a large  number 
of  houses  where  the  passages  leading  to  the  outhouses  have  never  been  paved,  and 
have  been  allowed  to  get  into  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  During  the  year,  17 
passages  were  paved,  while  45  courts  and  27  passages  were  repaired.  The  paving 
of  these  courts  and  passages  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenants. 

Verminous  Persons  and  Houses. 

Under  the  agreement  between  the  Education  Authority  and  Town  Council  for 
dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  houses,  55  families,  comprising  357  persons, 
were  removed  to  the  Cleansing  Station  for  treatment.  In  the  previous  year  the 
numbers  were,  respectively,  90  and  535;  and  in  1924,  112  and  751. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  33  persons  suffering  from  scabies  and  48  verminous 
persons  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station.  These  persons  belonged  to  households 
in  which  there  were  no  school  children,  and,  therefore,  did  not  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  agreement  with  the  Education  Authority.  In  the  previous  year,  the 
numbers  were,  respectively,  43  and  73. 

The  number  of  bug-infested  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  74,  as  com- 
pared with  67  in  the  preceding  year  and  61  in  1924. 

Filthy  Houses. 

During  the  year,  the  floors  of  121  dwelling  apartments,  the  articles  of  furniture 
in  118  apartments,  and  117  sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  were  cleaned  by  the 
occupants  after  notices  had  been  served  upon  them.  Proceedings  were  instituted 
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against  a householder  for  keeping  the  bedding,  bed-clothing,  wearing  apparel,  fur- 
niture, and  floors  in  a filthy  condition.  A penalty  of  twenty  shillings  was  imposed. 
Proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  another  householder  for  keeping  her  house 
in  a filthy  and  unwholesome  condition.  After  the  case  had  been  adjourned  for  a 
month,  and  the  house  cleaned  in  the  interval,  the  accused  was  admonished  and 
dismissed . 

There  is  a considerable  number  of  houses  which  require  to  be  re-visited 
frequently  in  order  to  ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  is  being 

maintained. 

I have  again  to  record  the  great  assistance  received  from  the  Parish  Council, 
who  are  ready  at  all  times  to  admit  into  their  hospital  those  of  the  aged  and  infirm 
poor  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look  after  themselves  or  their  homes.  Immediately 
after  the  removal  of  such  cases  to  hospital,  the  houses,  bedding,  and  clothing  are 
disinfected  by  this  Department. 

Cleansing  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  of  Dwelling  Apartments , Lobbies , Staircases, 
W .C.’s,  Wash-houses,  dec. 

During  the  year,  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  102  dwelling  apartments  were 
distempered  or  re-papered.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  was  109. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  1,520  lobbies  and  staircases,  403  passages  or  pends, 
3,140  water-closets,  1,661  wash-houses,  and  41  drying-lofts  were  whitewashed  or 
otherwise  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year,  1,593  lobbies  and  staircases,  467  passages 
or  pends,  3,487  water-closets,  1,783  wash-houses,  and  58  drying-lofts  were  similarly 
cleansed. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  of  W.C.’s,  Ijobbies , Staircases,  Back  Courts,  and  other  parts 
of  Premises  used  in  Common. 

During  the  year,  notices  were  served  upon  134  sets  of  tenants,  embracing  730 
individual  tenants,  regarding  their  failure  to  clean  the  parts  of  the  premises  used 
in  common  by  them.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in 
connection  with  any  of  these  cases. 

Accumulations  of  Ashes,  Filth,  and  other  Rubbish. 

The  number  of  accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  was 
294,  being  the  same  number  as  the  previous  year  and  as  compared  with  264  in  1924. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  273  householders  regarding  the  throwing  of 
refuse  from  the  windows  of  dwelling-houses  on  to  back  courts  or  on  to  ground  or 
outhouses  connected  with  adjoining  properties. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTION) 

ACT'S,  1920  AND  1923. 

Applications  for  Certificates  by  Tenants. 

During  the  year,  three  applications  for  certificates  in  terms  of  Section  2 (2) 
of  the  principal  Act  were  received.  As  the  necessary  work  was  completed  before 
the  applications  were  considered  by  the  Committee,  no  further  action  required  to  be 

taken . 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year,  64  observations  were  made  of  the  quantities  of  smoke  emitted 
from  the  chimneys  of  factories,  and  in  one  case  a letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the 
proprietor  regarding  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  aris- 
ing through  the  coal  strike,  the  amount  of  smoke  emitted  from  factory  chimneys 
was  greater  than  usual. 

I am  informed  by  the  Electrical  Engineer  that  during  the  year  steam  power 
was  either  totally  replaced  or  considerably  reduced,  and  electricity  substituted  in 
four  factories.  In  addition,  there  were  numerous  instances  where  electric  drive  was 
adopted  for  extensions  in  preference  to  additions  to  the  existing  power  plant.  On 
the  domestic  side,  the  number  of  heating  and  cooking  appliances  fitted  up  has  been 
the  largest  on  record.  The  increased  use  of  these  appliances  is  bound  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  domestic  smoke.  There  also  appears  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  to 
reduce  the  number  of  fireplaces  provided  in  new  houses  and  to  provide  for  electric 
heating  in  those  rooms  requiring  only  occasional  heat. 

Steam  wagons  travelling  within  the  City  continue  to  be  kept  under  observation, 
and  the  number  of  wagons  so  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  the  year  was  2,880,  as 
compared  with  3,042  in  the  previous  year.  In  fourteen  cases,  letters  of  warning 
were  sent  to  the  owners  to  the  effect  that  it  was  essential  that  the  amount  of  smoke 
should  be  reduced  to  reasonable  limits. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

At  the  end  of  1926,  there  were  5 slaughter-houses  in  the  City,  containing  33 
slaughter  booths,  being  the  same  number  as  in  the  preceding  year. 


Other  Offensive  Trades. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  26  firms  in  the  City  who  carry  on  one  or 
more  of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as  coming  within  the 
definition  of  offensive  trades. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  offensive  businesses  carried  on : — 


Bone  Boilers  ....  6 

Tallow  Melters  . . . 12 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors 
Knackers  . 

Fish  Oil  Manufacturers 
Manure  Manufacturers 
Fish  Meal  Manufacturer 


Tripe  Boilers  ....  3 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaners  . . 4 

Blood  Boilers  ....  3 

Soap  Boiler  ....  1 

Manufacturer  of  Albuminoid 

Substance  from  Fish  . . 1 


5 
2 
3 
5 
1 

Total.  46. 


One  application  for  sanction  to  extend  existing  premises  was  received.  This 
application  has  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 
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All  the  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are  visited  frequently — 
some  of  them  daily — and  the  total  number  of  inspections,  exclusive  of  slaughter- 
houses, was  2,411. 

On  four  occasions,  the  proprietor  of  a fish  oil  factory  in  Palmerston  Road  had 
to  be  communicated  with  regarding  offensive  smells  which  had  been  observed  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  factory,  and  which  had  been  complained  of. 

Complaints  were  also  received  regarding  offensive  smells  from  a fish  manure 
works  and  from  one  of  the  fish  oil  factories  in  Albert  Quay,  and  the  proprietors  of 
these  works  were  immediately  communicated  with. 

Complaints  were  also  received  regarding  offensive  smells  from  a knackery  in  the 
west  end  of  the  City.  On  the  premises  being  visited,  it  was  found  that  the  digester 
was  being  used  while  in  a defective  condition.  The  proprietor  was  immediately 
called  upon  to  make  good  all  defects  in  the  digester,  and  to  take  whatever  additional 
steps  might  be  necessary  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  any  of  the  other  premises  in  which 
offensive  trades  are  carried  on. 

The  fish  meal  factory  in  Palmerston  Road  was  visited  daily.  On  only  one 
occasion  were  smells  observed  outwith  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  factory. 

The  occasions  on  which  offensive  smells  from  the  Cove  Manure  Works  were 
observed  within  the  City  were  less  numerous  than  in  previous  years. 

PIG-STYES. 

At  the  end  of  1926,  there  were  61  pig-styes  on  the  register,  10  of  these  having 
been  licensed  under  the  “ additional  bye-laws”  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  1916. 
The  number  on  the  register  in  the  previous  year  was  64,  and  in  1924,  72.  The 
number  is  therefore  being  steadily  reduced.  T'o  these  pig-styes,  191  visits  were  made 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  were  being  kept  in  conformity 
with  the  bye-laws. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (D.). 

WORKSHOPS  (EXCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES). 

The  number  of  workshops  (excluding  bakehouses)  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1925  was  744.  During  the  year,  there  were  33  added,  42  closed,  and  4 converted 
into  factories  by  the  introduction  of  motive  power.  The  number  therefore  at  the 
end  of  1926  was  731. 

There  were  2,009  visits  made,  and  409  notices  were  issued  with  reference  to 
sanitary  requirements  in  connection  with  these  premises. 

One  notice  was  received  under  Section  5 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  which  requires  that  the  Factory  Inspector  should  give  intimation  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  any  sanitary  defect  in  a factory  or  workshop  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  The  notice  dealt  with  the  limewashing  of  the  walls  and  ceilings 
of  the  various  rooms  in  a bakehouse.  The  necessary  cleaning  was  duly  carried  out. 

Seven  Notices  of  Occupation  were  also  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector. 
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As  required  by  Section  107  of  the  Act,  the  occupiers  of  all  factories  or  workshops 
employing  outworkers  sent  lists  of  these  to  the  Department  twice  during  the  year. 
The  homes  of  all  the  local  outworkers  were  visited,  and  the  names  and  addresses  of 
all  those  resident  outwith  the  City  were  sent  to  the  officials  of  the  districts  in  which 
they  reside. 

Inspection  of  Plans. 

The  plans  of  19  premises  in  which  foodstuffs  are  manufactured  or  sold  were 
reported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself,  and  recommendations  made 
and  agreed  to.  These  recommendations  chiefly  referred  to  the  ventilation  of  the 
premises,  the  situation  of  the  w.c.  apartments,  and  the  provision  of  wash-hand 
basins. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  77  bakehouses  in  the  City,  42  of  these  being 
classed  as  factories,  and  35  as  workshops.  This  is  a decrease  of  5 as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

In  connection  with  these,  343  visits  were  paid.  Details  of  the  work  done  are 
given  in  Appendix  II.  (F.). 


THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS,  AND  RELATIVE  ORDERS  AND 

REGULATIONS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  531  persons  registered  to  sell  milk. 


Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 

(a)  Cowkeepers,  ..........  19 

(b)  Retailers  of  milk,  .........  200 

(c)  Retailers  of  milk  for  consumption  on  the  premises  only,  . . 55 

( d ) Country  farmers  retailing  milk  from  carts,  ....  55 

(e)  Purveyors  of  ice  cream,  ........  202 

Total,  .......  531 


In  the  application  within  the  City  of  the  legislation  relating  to  dairies  and 
milkshops,  “ milk,”  in  terms  of  Section  28  of  the  Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement 
Act,  1900,  includes  ice  cream  or  any  similar  commodity  manufactured  or  made 
either  wholly  or  in  part  from  or  with  milk  or  cream. 

All  the  dairies,  milkshops,  and  ice  cream  shops  are  regularly  visited  by  one  of 
the  assistant  inspectors,  and  the  number  of  such  visits  during  the  year  was  2,367. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (G.) 

The  number  of  cowsheds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  19.  The  herds  are  regularly 
examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Order , 1925. 

In  a circular  issued  to  all  Local  Authorities  on  17th  January  last,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  directed  to  include  in  his  Annual  Report  a statement  of  the  extent  to 
which  Articles  V.  to  XVI.  of  the  above-mentioned  Order,  1925,  were  being 
complied  with. 

Articles  V . to  X.  deal  with  the  provisions  against  infection  or  contamination. 
On  22  occasions,  it  was  found  that  dairymen  were  not  strictly  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  Article  IX.,  which  requires  that  every  dairyman  shall  cause  every 
vessel  containing  milk  to  be  properly  covered,  or  shall  cause  the  milk  contained  in 
any  such  vessel  to  be  otherwise  effectively  protected  from  dust,  dirt,  flies,  and  other 
sources  of  contamination.  Warnings,  which  were  duly  attended  to,  were  given  in 
every  case,  and  it  was  not  therefore  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Article  XI.  enacts  that  “no  person  shall  add  any  colouring  or  thickening  matter 
to  cream,  and  no  person  shall  sell  cream  to  which  any  colouring  or  thickening  matter 
has  been  added.” 

A similar  provision  regarding  colouring  matter  in  milk  is  contained  in  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  and  cream  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  are  examined 
for  the  presence  of  colouring  matter.  One  sample  of  cream  and  one  sample  of  sweet 
milk  were  certified  to  contain  colouring  matter,  and  the  sellers  were  fined  £1  and  £2 
respectively. 

Article  XII.  requires  that  “no  dairyman  shall  use  any  vessel  that  belongs  to 
any  other  person  for  the  collection  of  milk  from,  or  delivery  of  milk  to,  any  person 
other  than  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  or  keep  in  his  possession  such  vessel  except  in 
either  case  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel.” 

Circulars  were  sent  to  all  dairymen  regarding  the  provisions  as  to  milk  vessels 
and  the  conveyance  of  milk.  Despite  the  warnings  given,  three  dairymen  persisted 
in  using  cans  belonging  to  other  persons,  and  legal  proceedings  were  issued  against 
them.  In  one  case,  the  dairyman  was  charged  with  using  fifteen  cans;  in  the  second 
case,  49  cans  and  8 bottles;  and  in  the  third  case,  19  cans  and  2 bottles.  The 
dairymen  pled  guilty,  and  a penalty  of  <£2  was  imposed  in  each  case.  Since  the  date 
of  these  prosecutions,  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced.  All  dairymen  from  time 
to  time  get  delivered  to  them  cans  or  bottles  belonging  to  other  persons,  but  the 
general  practice  now  is  to  communicate  immediately  with  the  owners  of  the  vessels. 

Article  XIV. — “Every  common  carrier  or  other  person  into  whose  charge  a 
vessel  containing  milk  has  been  committed  for  transit,  shall  take  all  steps,  so  far  as 
reasonably  practical,  to  prevent  the  vessel  containing  milk  from  being  exposed  to 
unnecessary  heat  or  from  being  contaminated.” 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  this  Article. 

Article  XV. — “Every  person  shall,  before  delivery  to  any  common  carrier  or 
other  person  of  a vessel  containing  milk  for  transit,  cause  the  vessel  to  be  sealed  by 
j means  of  a leaden  seal,  or  locked.  Provided  that  this  provision  shall  not  apply  to 
properly  closed  or  capped  bottles.” 
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This  Article  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1926.  On  the  railway  stations 
being  visited,  it  was  found  that  the  majority  of  the  cans  were  not  being  sealed  or 
locked  as  required.  Accordingly,  the  premises  of  all  retail  dairymen  were  visited, 
and  a letter  of  warning  was  sent  in  every  case  where  it  was  found  that  the  cans 
were  not  being  properly  fastened.  The  number  of  letters  sent  was  332.  Arrange- 
ments were  also  made  with  all  the  wholesale  dairymen  in  the  City,  whereby  all  cans 
consigned  by  them  to  retail  customers  are  either  sealed  or  locked.  It  is  gratifying 
to  report  that  this  requirement  is  being  loyally  complied  with  by  dairy  farmers  and 
dairymen,  and  on  very  few  occasions  since  the  letters  of  warning  were  sent,  have  our 
inspectors  found  that  the  cans  were  not  being  properly  sealed.  In  the  few  cases  met 
with,  the  dairyman  was  immediately  communicated  with,  when  it  was  found  that 
the  failure  to  seal  the  cans  on  the  day  referred  to  was  due  to  the  dairyman  having 
temporarily  run  short  of  seals. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations ) Order , 192$. 

During  the  year,  an  additional  licence  was  granted  to  a retailer  to  sell 
“ Certified  ” milk.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  therefore  four  retailers 
licensed  to  sell  “ Certified  ” milk.  No  licences  have  been  granted  for  any  of  the 
other  grades  of  milk  specified  in  the  Order. 

Samples  were  procured  weekly  from  the  retailers  of  “ Certified  ” milk  and 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  results:  — 


Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Fat 

Average  % 

Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Fat 

Average  % 

January 

10 

365 

J uly  . 

14 

4*04 

February  . 

12 

3*71 

August 

12 

410 

March 

13 

3*67 

September  . 

8 

4*19 

April  . 

12 

3-81 

October 

9 

3-73 

May  . 

13 

3*69 

November  . 

9 

3-66 

June  . 

10 

3-85 

December  . 

8 

3 69 

The  samples  were 

Total  No.  130.  Fat  Average  °/Q  3 82. 
also  examined  by  the  City  Bacteriologist. 

The  results 

of  these 

examinations  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report. 

INSPECTION  OF  SHOPS  WHERE  FOODSTUFFS  ARE  SOLD. 

(Sectiotn  59  of  the  Aberdeen  Police  and  Waterworks  Amendment  Act , 1867.) 

Under  the  above  Section,  1,296  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and,  in 
381  cases,  notices  were  served  on  the  occupants  regarding  the  condition  of  their 
shops.  These  notices  referred  chiefly  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  walls  and  ceilings 
of  the  shops  and  of  the  cellars  where  foodstuffs  are  sold,  and  to  the  dirty  condition 
and  want  of  repair  of  the  floors  and  fittings. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (H.). 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  shops  visited  : — 


Number 

Found 

Found 

No.  of  Defects 

Class  of  Shop. 

Inspected. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

dealt  with. 

Bakers 

117 

72 

45 

71 

Butchers 

172 

114 

58 

90 

Butchers’  Stores  . 

33 

30 

3 

9 

Confectioners 

52 

39 

13 

20 

Fishmongers 

53 

30 

23 

39 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

58 

33 

25 

64 

Fruiterers  . 

77 

52 

25 

38 

Greengrocers 

14 

4 

10 

18 

Grocers 

252 

181 

71 

128 

Grain  Merchants 

8 

5 

3 

8 

Bestaurants 

128 

99 

29 

39 

Mixed  Shops 

332 

256 

76 

104 

1,296 

915 

381 

628 

With  the  view  of  obtaining,  as  requested  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 
particulars  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods  are  manufactured, 
prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale,  card  registers  are  being  prepared  for  the 
various  types  of  premises.  These  cards  will  contain,  inter  alia,  information 
regarding  the  nature  and  extent  of  cold  storage  (if  any) ; the  extent  to  which  covered 
receptacles  are  used ; the  methods  of  cleaning  floors,  tables,  and  other  fittings, 
appliances,  and  utensils;  and  the  methods  of  storing  and  disposing  of  food  refuse; 
and  the  steps  taken  to  deal  with  infestation  of  rats,  mice,  beetles,  flies,  &c. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  BEFBESHMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  classes  of  shops  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  1926  : — 

Description  of  Shop.  Number. 

Ice  cream,  ...........  62 

Fried  fish,  ...........  23 

Bestaurants,  ..........  94 

Bakers  . . . . . . . . • • • H 

Temperance  Hotels,  .........  4 

Dairies,  ...........  1 


Total, 195 


This  is  an  increase  of  4,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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All  these  premises  were  visited  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  see  that  the  bye- 
laws for  regulating  the  internal  construction,  lighting,  and  arrangement  of 
premises,  with  a view  to  the  orderly  conduct  and  control  thereof,  are  being 
complied  with. 

Prosecutions  for  contraventions  of  the  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  hours  of 
opening  and  closing  are  instituted  by  the  Police. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  total  quantity  of  food  seized  or  destroyed  during  the  year  was  less  than  in 
1925,  as, while  in  that  year,  the  total  weight  was  155  tons,  the  quantity  for  1926  was 
139  tons.  The  decrease  is  due  to  the  smaller  quantities  of  fish  and  tinned  foods 
dealt  with. 

All  the  meat  seized  in  the  slaughter-houses  is  examined  by  one  of  the  Meat 
Inspectors,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  appointed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Inspector)  Regulations  (Scotland). 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff  to  the  various 
places  where  foodstuffs  are  sold  was  9,877.  Of  these,  3,889  were  made  to  slaughter- 
houses, 1,759  to  meat  marts,  580  to  fish-curing  premises,  327  to  the  fish  market,  243. 
to  the  New  Market  Hall,  212  to  shipping  sheds,  226  to  provision  curing  works,  164 
to  wholesale  warehouses,  127  to  street  markets,  and  2,350  to  other  premises, 
including  all  the  offal  and  tallow  marts. 

The  quantity  of  fish  landed  during  the  year  was  2,432,144  cwts.  Of  this  quan- 
tity, 1,490,899  cwts.  were  landed  by  British  fishing  vessels,  and  941,245  cwts.  by 
foreign  vessels.  The  quantity  of  fish  landed  in  the  previous  year  was  2,553,765  cwts. 
The  quantity  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food  was  17,300  lbs.,  as  compared  with 
42,339  lbs.  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  altogether  1,329  seizures.  The  majority  of  the  seizures  was  made 
in  the  slaughter-houses,  while  208  were  made  in  the  meat  marts,  111  in  warehouses 
and  shops,  110  in  offal  markets,  13  in  the  fish  market,  8 in  cold  stores,  3 in  New 
Market  Halt,  and  5 in  other  premises. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  inspection  of  tinned  foods. 
All  factories  where  such  articles  are  prepared  are  regularly  visited. 

Wholesale  warehouses  and  shops  are  also  visited,  and,  in  these,  105  lots  of  tinned 
foods,  comprising  beef,  mutton,  tongue,  salmon,  fruit,  milk,  soups,  and  tomato  puree 
were  dealt  with  as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  Public  Health  (Unsound  Food ) Regulations  (Scotland),  1925 . 

No  action  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Regulations. 

The  Public  Health  (Oversea  Meal)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1925. 

The  only  meat,  within  the  meaning  of  these  Regulations,  landed  in  the  port 
during  the  year  consisted  of  consignments  of  lard  and  sausages  from  New  York. 
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Prosecutions. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  anyone 
for  having  in  his  possession,  or  having  sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  food  which  was  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  meat  seized  during  each  month  of  the  year,  as  also 
a comparative  statement  of  past  years,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  III. 

Meat  Stores. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  12  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat 
Inspection)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1924,  renewals  of  certificates  were  granted  in 
respect  of  two  meat  stores.  These  premises  were  regularly  visited. 

Cold  Stores. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  afore-mentioned  Regula- 
tions, four  cold  stores  are  registered.  These  premises  were  also  regularly  visited. 


THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Under  noted  are  particulars  as  to  the  samples  procured  in  accordance  with  the 
Acts : — 


No.  of  Samples 
Procured. 

Number  not  Genuine. 

j Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

1 

j Number 
Successful. 

Amount  of 
Fines 
Imposed. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Sweet  Milk, 

472 

822 

1291 

21 

163 

184 

11 

10 

£26  3 0 

j Skimmed  Milk, 

55 

1 

56 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream,  .... 

7 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Double  Cream,  . 

/ 

3 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Butter,  .... 

47 

9 

56 

5 

2 

7' 

4 

4 

11  13  0 

Margarine, 

17 

0 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jams,  .... 

0 

26 

26 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jellies,  .... 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Foods,  . 

0 

6 

6 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Beef  Sausages,  . 

0 

10 

10 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Pork  Sausages,  . 

0 

7 

7 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Mince,  .... 

0 

17 

17 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Sponge  Cakes,  . 

0 

7 

7 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Sponge  Fingers, 

0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ice-cream, 

13 

2 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Confectionery,  . 

0 

25 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Colouring  Powder, 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Liquid  Eggs. 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whisky,  . .. 

14 

0 

14 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

i Rum, 

9 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I Brandy, 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cin, 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 2 0 

j Drugs,  .... 

0 

20 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals, 

645 

973 

1618 

27 

182 

209 

16 

1 

15 

£39  18  0 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  38  unofficial  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  procured  at 
byres  or  in  course  of  transit. 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  (excluding  those  samples  analysed  under 
the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations  and  the  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  particulars  of 
which  are  found  on  pp.  50-1)  was,  therefore,  1,656,  as  compared  with  2,004  in  the 
previous  year  and  1,328  in  1924. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  samples  of  sweet  milk  procured 
was  472,  of  which  21,  or  4-4  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  under  the  standard.  In 
the  previous  year,  the  number  of  samples  procured  was  524,  of  which  28,  or  5 3 per 
cent.,  were  deficient. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  official  samples  of 
sweet  milk  procured  since  1914,  the  year  in  which  was  commenced  the  system 
of  “following  up”  all  deficient  samples  of  milk — i.e.,  in  the  case  of  a retailer 
selling  deficient  milk,  of  taking  a sample  in  the  course  of  delivery  from  the  con- 
signer to  the  consignee  ; and,  in  the  case  of  a producer,  of  visiting  the  byre  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  and  procuring  a sample  of  the  corresponding  milk  from  the 
cows. 

Table  I., 


Giving  number  of  Official  Samples  procured  and  showing  the  number  deficient  in 
Fat,  Solids  other  than  Fat,  and  in  both  Fat  and  other  Solids. 


Yf,ar. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Fat. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Solids  other 

Number 
deficient  in 
both  Fat 
and  other 

Total 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

than  Fat. 

Solids. 

1914,  . 

123 

21 

2 

1 

24 

195 

21 

1915,  . 

1916, 

207 

266 

21 

35 

6 

4 

5 

6 

32 

45 

15’6 

17*8 

25 

36 

1917,  . 

252 

36 

12 

3 

51 

20  2 

37 

1918,  . 

240 

15 

3 

1 

19 

79 

9 

1919.  . 

262 

25 

3 

3 

31 

11-8 

22 

1920,  . 

272 

10 

1 

2 

13 

4-8 

6 

1921  . 

431 

18 

7 

2 

27 

6 3 

15 

1922,  . 

445 

22 

3 

0 

25 

56 

14 

1923,  . 

463 

15 

3 

4 

22 

4-8 

9 

1924,  . 

536 

19 

6 

2 

27 

5*0 

20 

1925.  • 

524 

24 

2 

2 

28 

5‘3 

21 

1926,  • 

472 

20 

1 

0 

21 

4.4 

11 

Totals, 

4,493 

281 

53 

31 

365 

8*1 

246 

The  percentage  (4*4)  of  deficient  samples  is  the  lowest  reached  during  the 
period  1914-1926.  The  corresponding  average  percentage  during  the  period  was 
8*1,  while  the  previous  lowest  percentage  was  4‘8  in  each  of  the  years  1920  and 
1923.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  percentage  of  deficient 
samples  was  16’2,  while  during  the  period  1919-26  the  corresponding  percentage 
was  5‘7.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  within  recent  years  there  has  been  a con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  as  supplied  in  the  City. 
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As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  again, 
so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  deficiency  of  fat  in  a considerable  number  of 
the  samples  procured  last  year  was  due  to  failure  to  mix  the  milk  properly,  and 
was  not  due  to  wilful  tampering.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  the  earlier 
years  of  the  period  under  review  the  milk  was,  in  a large  number  of  cases,  adulterated 
by  the  abstraction  of  fat  or  by  the  addition  of  water. 


Table  II., 

Giving  number  of  Official  Samples  procured  from  Producers , as  compared  with  the, 
number  procured  from  Retailers  or  Wholesalers.  In  each  case , the  Samples 
found  deficient  at  the  byre , or  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Retailer  or  Whole- 
saler, are  excluded. 


Ykar. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Producers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Retailers  or 
. Wholesalers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

1914, 

60 

13 

21-7 

63 

8 

12-7 

1915, 

115 

15 

13  0 

92 

12 

130 

1916, 

122 

22 

180 

144 

15 

104 

1917, 

143 

32 

22  4 

109 

9 

8 ‘3 

1918, 

104 

5 

4-8 

136 

9 

6-6 

19i9, 

143 

13 

9-1 

119 

9 

7*6 

1920, 

132 

4 

3 0 

140 

5 

3 6 

1921, 

240 

11 

4-6 

191 

9 

4*7 

1922, 

222 

8 

3-6 

223 

8 

36 

1923. 

246 

9 

3-7 

217 

6 

2-8 

1924, 

260 

10 

3*8 

276 

11 

4-0 

1925, 

238 

12 

5-0 

286 

12 

4 2 

1926, 

196 

10 

5-1 

276 

5 

1*8 

Totals, 

2,221 

164 

7 4 

2,272 

118 

5 2 

The  percentage  of  producers’  samples  found  deficient  was  5*1,  as  compared  with 
a percentage  of  1*8  for  the  samples  procured  from  retailers  or  wholesalers. 

In  the  preceding  year,  the  corresponding  percentages  were,  respectively,  5'0 
and  4'2.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  percentage  of  pro- 
ducers’ samples  found  deficient  was  16' 0,  as  compared  with  an  average  percentage 
of  4'6  for  the  period  1919-26.  The  corresponding  percentages  for  samples  procured 
from  retailers  or  wholesalers  were  10'2  and  3*8  respectively. 

Thirteen  byres  were  visited  during  the  year,  and  in  two  cases  a mixed  sample 
of  the  “morning  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  was  found  under  the  standard  for  fat.  In  a 
third  case,  a mixed  sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  five  cows  which  were  said 
to  have  yielded  the  complained  of  milk  was  similarly  under  the  standard.  Pro- 
ceedings were  not  instituted  in  any  of  these  three  cases,  nor  yet  in  connection 
with  the  three  samples  purchased  from  retailers  whom  it  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained had  been  supplied  with  deficient  consignments. 
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Table  III., 

Giving  Information  as  to  the  Sources  from  which  the  Samples  were  procured. 


Year 

Retail  Samples  from 
Shops. 

Retail  Samples  from 
Carts. 

Wholesale  Samples  in 
course  of  Delivery. 

Samples  Taken  on 
Delivery 
at  Institutions. 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

1914.  • 

50 

8 

16*0 

35 

i 

20  0 

24 

8 

33  3 

14 

i 

71 

1915j  . 

82 

14 

17*1 

64 

4 

6*2 

38 

11 

29-0  , 

23 

3 

13*0 

1916.  . 

118 

1 19 

161 

82 

9 

11*0 

47 

16 

34-0  i 

19 

1 

5 3 

1917,  • 

83 

1 11 

13*3 

54 

6 

111 

92 

34 

37  0 

23 

0 

0*0 

1918,  . 

123 

8 

6*5 

66 

7 

10  6 

49 

4 

8-2 

2 

0 

0 0 

1919,  . 

101 

1 14 

13*7 

36 

2 

55 

123 

15 

12-2 

2 

0 

0*0 

1920,  . 

129 

6 

4*7 

32 

2 

6 3 

111 

5 

4-5  i 

0 

0 

00 

1921,  . 

166 

10 

6*0 

87 

3 

3 4 

176 

14 

8-0 

2 

0 

0 0 

1922,  . 

188 

10 

5 3 

86 

5 

5-8 

169 

10 

5 9 ! 

2 

0 

0*0  j 

1923,  . 

198 

6 

3 0 

86 

3 

3-5 

176 

13 

7*4 

3 

0 

0 0 

1924,  . 

209 

10 

4*8 

129 

8 

6*2 

193 

9 

4-7 

5 

0 

o-o 

1925,  • 

252 

16 

6-3 

105 

4 

3*8 

158 

8 

5T 

9 

0 

0 0 

1926,  • 

242 

9 

3*7 

121 

5 

41 

107 

7 

6*5 

2 

0 

0*0  1 

Totals,  . i 

1,941 

141 

7*3 

983 

65 

6*6 

1,463 

154 

10*5 

106 

5 

47 

During  the  past  year  the  largest  percentage  (6*5)  of  deficient  samples  was 
found  amongst  those  procured  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  consignee.  This  per- 
centage is  higher  than  the  corresponding  percentage  in  each  of  the  two  previous 
years,  but  is  considerably  less  than  the  average  (10*5)  for  the  period  1914-26. 
During  the  period  1914-18,  the  average  was  28*3;  while  for  the  period  1919-26,  this 
average  has  fallen  to  6*7. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  purchased  from  retail  carts  was  4*1,  as 
compared  with  3*8  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18, 
the  average  corresponding  percentage  was  11*8,  as  compared  with  4*7  for  the  period 
1919-26. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  purchased  in  retail  shops  was  3*7,  as 
compared  with  6*3  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18, 
the  average  corresponding  percentage  was  13*8,  as  compared  with  5*5  for  the  period 
1919-26. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  deficient  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  during  the  past  year:  — 
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A.  Retailers ’ or  Wholesalers'  Samples. 


No. 


Complained  of  Sample. 

Sample  taken  on  deliver}-. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

246 

914 

3 45 

9*09 

2-92 

■ 

8-81 

(3  55 
\2  91 

8 99  \ 
8-62/ 

j 2-79 

00 

Ol 

^1 

3*25 

8*45 

f Morn 

ing  \ 

| 3*25 

845 

1 

| 3*19 
l Even 

8*50  1 
ing  f 

[3*34 

8-51  j 

f Morn 

ing  \ 

2-80 

8-86 

!343 

8*70  [ 

| Even 

ing  | 

1 

13-48 

8-90J 

2 65 

8*89 

3*03 

8-85 

( Morn 

i°g  1 

2-92 

8-84 

1 

1 3-18 
| Even 

8*78  ! 
ing  f 

1 

13-32 

8*96  J 

2-72  1 

9*31 

279 

8-85 

Remark?. 


Penalty  £1. 

Penalty  £1  10s. 

Letter  of  warning  sent. 

Letter  of  warning  sent. 


Letter  of  warning  sent. 
Letter  of  warning  sent. 
Penalty  £1. 

No  proceedings  taken. 


It  will  be  observed  that,  in  two  cases,  the  consignments  in  course  of  delivery 
to  the  retailers  were  found  to  be  under  the  standard  for  fat. 

In  one  of  these  cases  (No.  2)  a mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  seven 

gallons  “ evening”  milk  was  certified  to  contain  3*55  per  cent,  fat  and  8*99  per 
cent,  solids  other  than  fat;  while  a mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  five  gallons 
“evening”  milk  from  another  farmer  was  found  to  contain  2*91  per  cent,  fat  and 

8"62  per  cent,  solids  not  fat.  The  contravention  by  the  retailer  was  carefully 

considered  by  the  Procurator-Fiscal  and  myself,  and,  from  the  information  obtained, 
we  were  satisfied  that  the  deficiency  in  fat  was  due  to  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
retailer  to  take  sufficient  steps  to  ensure  that  the  milk  was  kept  properly  mixed 
in  course  of  sale.  As  she  had  been  repeatedly  warned  as  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
this,  proceedings  were  instituted.  The  complained  of  milk  was  a mixture  of  two 
consignments  of  “evening  ” milk  supplied  by  different  farmers. 

On  the  byre  being  visited  (Case  No.  14,  on  p.  35),  it  was  found  that  a mixed 
sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  (11  cows)  contained  3*13  per  cent, 
fat  and  8*73  per  cent,  solids  not  fat.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the 
farmer,  who  led  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  milk  had  not  been  tampered  with. 
The  charge  was  found  “Not  proven.” 

In  the  second  case  (No.  8)  a mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  two*  gallons 
“morning”  milk  was  found  to  contain  2*79  per  cent,  fat  and  8*85  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat.  No  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  retailer.  On  the  consigner’s 
byre  being  visited  (Case  No.  21,  on  p.  35),  two  samples  were  procured.  A mixed 
sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  four  cows,  which  yielded  the  quantity  of  milk 
(9-i  gallons)  from  which  the  complained  of  two  gallons  were  taken,  was  found  to 
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contain  3*40  per  cent,  fat  and  8'95  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat;  while  a mixed 
sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  (24  cows)  contained  3' 69  per  cent, 
fat  and  8’ 81  per  cent,  other  solids. 

In  another  case  (Case  No.  3)  the  consignment  in  course  of  delivery  was  found 
to  be  under  the  standard  for  solids  other  than  fat.  The  circumstances  were  as 
follows: — The  complained  of  sample  contained  2*79  per  cent,  fat  and  8*57  per 
cent,  solids  not  fat,  whereas  the  sample  procured  on  the  following  day  from  a con- 
signment in  course  of  delivery  by  a wholesale  dairyman  (Case  No.  4)  contained 
3 '25  per  cent,  fat  and  8 45  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  wholesale  dairyman 
collected  the  milk  in  the  country,  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  possible  to  procure 
“ official  ” samples  in  course  of  delivery.  “ Informal  ” samples  were,  however,  pro- 
cured on  four  consecutive  days  from  three  consignments,  which  were  labelled 
respectively,  “morning,”  “evening,”  and  “cold”  milk.  On  each  occasion  the  con- 
signment of  “cold  ” milk  was  found  to  be  considerably  under  the  standard  for  fat, 
and  on  several  occasions  the  percentages  of  solids  other  than  fat  in  some  of  the 
consignments,  although  never  under  the  standard,  was  frequently  as  low  as  8*50 
or  8'51. 

The  County  Police  were  communicated  with,  and  they  arranged  to  take  samples 
in  course  of  delivery.  Under  noted  is  an  extract  from  a letter  received  from  the 
Chief  Constable  regarding  the  action  taken  by  him: — “On  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  there  is  no  contract,  not  even  a verbal  agreement,  between  the  consigner  and 
consignee  in  regard  to  keeping  the  ‘ morning  ’ and  ‘ evening  ’ milking  separate.  A 
sample  was,  therefore,  taken  of  the  total  consignment  of  27  gallons.  The  Public 
Analyst  now  reports  that  the  sample  contained  3‘30  per  cent,  fat  and  8*71  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat.”  Under  these  circumstances,  no>  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  either  the  retailer  or  the  wholesale  dairyman.  The  facts  given,  however, 
illustrate  the  necessity  of  a dairyman  making  a definite  contract  with  the  farmer  to 
supply  the  product  of  each  milking  as  a separate  consignment,  and  when  this  is  done 
the  consignee  is  protected,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  held  in  Court  that  when  such  a 
contract  can  be  proved,  each  consignment  can  be  dealt  with  separately.  One  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  appointed  to  report  on 
the  Laws,  Regulations,  and  Procedure  Governing  the  Sale  of  Milk  in  Scotland  was 
to  the  effect  that — “ It  is  the  duty  of  the  producer  to  see  that  his  milk  is  properly 
mixed,  in  order  to  supply  milk  that  conforms  with  the  minimum  limit.  Accordingly, 
each  can  of  milk  consigned  by  a producer  should  contain  milk  with  butter  fat  up  to 
the  limit.”  This  recommendation,  however,  has  not  yet  become  law,  and,  until  it 
does  SO',  the  only  protection  that  a consignee  has  is  to  contract  for  his  supplies  in 
the  manner  suggested,  or  to  “bulk”  the  whole  consignment  before  retailing  any 
part  of  it. 

Case  No.  5.— On  14th  April,  a sample  purchased  in  a retail  shop  was  certified 
to  contain  2*80  per  cent,  fat  and  8*86  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  On  the 
following  day,  samples  were  taken  from  consignrhents  in  course  of  delivery  to  the 
retailer.  One  sample,  which  consisted  of  a mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of 
six  gallons  “morning”  milk,  contained  3‘43  per  cent,  fat-  and  8'70  per  cent,  solids 
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other  than  fat;  while  the  second  sample,  which  consisted  of  a mixed  sample  from  a 
consignment  of  four  gallons  “evening”  milk,  contained  3'48  per  cent,  fat  and  890 
per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  retailer  contended  that  the  complained  of  sample 
was  sold  in  the  same  condition  as  it  was  when  received  from  the  farmer,  and  pointed 
out  that,  as  the  farmer  supplied  another  retailer  with  consignments  of  “morning  ” 
and  “evening  ” milk,  it  was  possible  that  one  or  other  of  these  consignments  might 
have  been  deficient  on  the  day  when  the  aforementioned  samples  were  procured 
in  course  of  delivery.  Accordingly,  it  was  arranged,  on  23rd  April,  to  take  samples 
from  all  the  consignments  in  course  of  delivery  by  this  farmer.  Undernoted  are 
particulars  of  all  the  samples  taken:  — 


Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  8 
Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  8 
Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  3 
Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  7 


Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

gallons  “hot”  milk, 

2-95 

8-83 

gallons  “cold”  milk, 

3-37 

9-06 

gallons  “hot”  milk, 

3-08 

8*74 

gallons  “cold”  milk, 

3-14 

8-80 

On  the  byre  being  visited  (Case  No.  16,  on  p.  35),  the  undernoted  samples  were 

procured : — 


Mixed  sample  from  the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

(14  cows;  14  gallons),  ...... 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  a cow  which  had 

3-52 

8-89 

calved  six  days  previously,  ...... 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  a cow  which  had 

4-15 

9-20 

calved  five  days  previously  ...... 

Mixed  sample  from  a can  containing  6 gallons  “morning” 

5-51 

9-28 

milk,  ready  for  delivery  to  one  retailer, 

Mixed  sample  from  a can  containing  5 gallons  ready  for 

3-20 

8-87 

delivery  to  the  second  retailer,  ..... 
Mixed  sample  of  the  “mid-day”  milk  of  the  whole  herd 

3-11 

8-70 

(excluding  the  two  newly  calved  cows), 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “mid-day”  milk  of  the  two  newly 

3-66 

8-84 

calved  cows,  ........ 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “ evening  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  (ex- 

5-03 

9-37 

cluding  the  two  newly  calved  cows),  .... 
Mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  of  the  two  newly 

3-68 

8-83 

calved  cows,  ........ 

5-75 

9-39 

None  of  the  milk  of  either  of  the  two  newly  calved  cows  was 

included  in 

any  of 

the  consignments  sampled,  hence  the  reason  for  taking  separate  samples  of  the  milk 
of  these  cows.  The  cows  were  milked  at  4-45  a.m.,  11-30  a.m.,  and  6-45  p.m. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  farmer,  and  a penalty  of  £2  was  im- 

posed. 
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On  21st  December,  samples  were  again  procured  from  consignments  in  course 
of  delivery  to  the  only  retailer  who  was  then  being  supplied  by  this  farmer:  — 

Other 

Fat.  Solids. 

Mixed  sample  from  consignment  of  4 gallons  “hot”  milk,  . 3*61  8*78 

Mixed  sample  from  consignment  of  6 gallons  “cold”  milk,  . 3*76  8-82 

A sample  was  also  purchased  at  the  same  time  from  the  farmer’s  retail  cart,  and 
this  sample  was  certified  to  contain  3 61  per  cent,  fat  and  8-79  per  cent,  solids  other 
than  fat. 

Case  No.  6. — On  4th  July,  a sample  purchased  in  a retail  shop  was  certified  to 
contain  2*65  per  cent,  fat  and  8 89  per  cent,  other  solids.  Two  days  later,  samples 
were  procured  from  consignments  in  course  of  delivery  by  a wholesale  dairyman. 
One  sample,  which  consisted  of  a consignment  of  one  gallon  delivered  early  in  the 
morning,  contained  3- 13  per  cent,  fat  and  8-83  per  cent,  other  solids;  while  the 
second  sample,  which  consisted  of  a mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  nine 
gallons  delivered  later  in  the  morning,  contained  3-03  per  cent,  fat  and  8 -85  per 
cent,  other  solids.  These  two  consignments  consisted  of  part  of  the  supply  received 
by  the  wholesale  dairyman  from  a farmer.  Accordingly,  at  the  request  of  the  whole- 
sale dairyman,  samples  were  taken  from  the  consignments  in  course  of  delivery  to 
him  on  7th  July. 

Other 


Fat. 

Solids. 

Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  7 gallons  “hot”  milk, 

3-63 

8-61 

Mixed  sample  from  a consignment  of  9 gallons  “ cold  ” milk, 

284 

8-82 

On  the  byre  being  visited  (Case  No.  19,  on  p.  35),  the  undernoted  samples  were 

procured  : — 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

Mixed  sample  of  “evening”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  (16 
cows;  23J  gallons),  ....... 

3-72 

8-93 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  of  the  five  cows  which 
were  stated  to  have  yielded  the  complained-of  consign- 
ment, ......... 

3-39 

8*82 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  of  one  cow  which  the 
farmer  thought  was  yielding  deficient  milk,  . 

4-31 

8-79 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd 
(16  cows;  26  gallons),  ...... 

3-67 

8-72 

The  cows  are  milked  twice  daily,  viz.,  5 a.m.  and  5 p.m. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  farmer,  and  a penalty  of 

£5  was 

imposed. 
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B.  Producers * Samples. 


Complained  of  Sample. 


Sample  taken  at  byre. 


Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

9 

2-85 

8-88 

10 

2-61 

8'80 

11 

2*58 

914 

12 

2*73 

9 04 

13 

2*70 

9-03 

14 

291 

8-62 

15 

2-69 

8-97 

16 

295 

8 83 

17 

2-80 

9-01 

18 

2-80 

879 

19 

2 84 

8-82 

20 

2-73 

9 02 

21 

2-79 

8-85 

Fat. 

Other  Sol: 

Mor 

ning 

2*84 

9-05 

Eve 

ning 

3 10 

9'07 

Mor 

ning 

3-01 

8-79 

Eve 

ning 

3*85 

8-87 

Mor 

ning 

3 44 

8-88 

Eve 

ning 

3 72 

8-96 

3 27 

8-95 

Mor 

ning 

2*50 

8-97 

Eve 

ning 

3-55 

8 96 

3*13 

8-73 

Five 

Cows 

2 90 

8-99 

Whole 

Herd 

3*09 

8 '95 

Mor 

ning 

3 52 

8-89 

Mid- 

day 

3 66 

8-84 

Eve 

3-68 

ning 
8 83 

3 24 

9-01 

3 52 

8-95 

Mor 

ning 

3-67 

8-72 

Eve 

ning 

3 72 

8 93 

3 27 

8*61 

3-69 

8-81 

Remarks 


No  proceedings  taken. 

Penalty  £4. 

Penalty  £3  3s. 

Penalty  £2  10s. 

No  proceedings  taken. 
Charge  found  “Not  Proven. 
No  proceedings  taken. 

Penalty  £2. 


No  proceedings  taken. 
No  proceedings  taken. 


Penalty  £5. 

Penalty  £3. 
Penalty  £3. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  three  deficient  samples  procured  at 

byres. 

Case  No.  9. — On  27th  January,  a mixed  sample  procured  from  a consignment 
of  30  gallons  in  course  of  delivery  at  the  railway  station  was  found  to  contain  2-85 
per  cent,  fat  and  8-88  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  As  the  consignment  consisted 
partly  of  “ morning  ” and  partly  of  “ evening  ” milk,  the  byre  was  visited  both  in 
the  morning  and  in  the  evening. 

A mixed  sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  (13  cows),  amounting 
to  17  gallons,  was  certified  to  contain  2 '84  per  cent,  fat  and  9 ’05  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat;  while  a mixed  sample  of  the  “ evening”  milk,  amounting  to  about 
14£  gallons,  contained  3#  10  per  cent,  fat  and  9’07  per  cent,  other  solids.  If  the 
percentages  of  fat  contained  in  the  two  consignments  sampled  at  the  byre  are  aver- 
aged, it  will  be  found  that  the  percentage,  although  slightly  higher  than  in  the 
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consignment  of  30  gallons  sampled  in  the  City,  is  under  the  standard.  The  cows  are 
milked  twice  daily,  viz.,  6*30  a.m.  and  5 p.m.  No  proceedings  were  instituted,  but 
the  Procurator-Fiscal  and  myself  had  an  interview  with  the  farmer,  when  he  under- 
took to  equalise  the  interval  between  the  milkings,  and  to  augment  the  feeding  of 
his  cows. 

Case  No.  13. — On  19th  February,  a sample  of  sweet  milk  purchased  from  the 
farmer’s  retail  cart  was  certified  to  contain  2 '70  per  cent,  fat  and  9 '03  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat.  On  arriving  at  the  byre,  it  was  found  that  the  complained- 
of  sample  had  been  supplied  out  of  a can  which  consisted  partly  of  “ morning” 
and  partly  of  “evening  ” milk.  A mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  the 
whole  herd  (28  cows),  amounting  to  34J  gallons,  contained  2'50  per  cent,  fat  and 
8 -97  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat;  while  a mixed  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk, 
amounting  to  19  gallons,  contained  3'55  percent,  fat  and  8'96  per  cent,  solids  other 
than  fat.  The  cows  were  milked  three  times  daily,  viz.,  4'30  a.m.,  12*30  p.m.,  and 
5 p.m.  No  proceedings  were  instituted,  but  the  farmer  was  advised  to  milk  his  cows 
only  twice  daily,  instead  of  three  times  as  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing. 

Case  No.  15. — On  19th  March,  a sample  purchased  from  the  farmer’s  retail 
cart  contained  2*69  per  cent,  fat  and  8 '97  per  cent,  solids  not  fat.  On  visiting  the 
byre,  we  were  informed  that  the  complained-of  sample  was  supplied  out  of  a quantity 
of  “morning”  milk  yielded  by  five  of  the  cows.  A sample  of  the  milk  of  these  five 
cows  contained  2 '90  per  cent,  fat  and  8 '99  per  cent,  other  solids;  while  a mixed 
sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  (15  cows)  contained  3 '09  per  cent, 
fat  and  8'95  per  cent,  other  solids.  The  cows  are  milked  twice  daily,  viz.,  4*30  p.m. 
and  5 *30  a.m.  No  proceedings  were  instituted,  but  a letter  was  sent  to  the  farmer 
impressing  upon  him  the  necessity  of  seeing  that,  in  the  interests  of  his  customers, 
the  milk  sold  by  him  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regula- 
tions. In  the  letter  it  was  pointed  out  that,  if  all  the  milk  were  bulked  prior  to 
leaving  the  farm,  the  percentage  of  fat  contained  therein  complied  with  the  require- 
ments. It  was  further  pointed  out  that,  as  there  was  an  interval  of  13  hours  between 
the  “evening”  and  the  “morning”  milkings,  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  equalise 
the  intervals  between  the  milkings. 

IJndernoted  are  the  reasons  for  no  legal  proceedings  being  instituted  in  tbp 
cases  of  Nos,  17  and  18,  despite  the  fact  that  a mixed  sample  of  the  “corresponding” 
milk  of  the  whole  herd  was  found  to  be  above  the  standard. 

Case  No.  17. — On  19th  June,  a sample  purchased  at  the  milk  store  of  a City 
byre  was  certified  to  contain  2'80  per  cent,  fat  and  9*01  per  cent,  solids  other 
than  fat.  The  byre  was  visited  on  23rd  June,  and  a mixed  sample  procured  from 
the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  (10  cows;  about  18 J gallons).  This  sample 
contained  3 '24  per  cent,  fat  and  9'01  per  cent,  other  solids.  On  inquiry,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  farmer  did  not  “bulk”  his  milk,  and  no  vessel  from  which  milk 
was  being  retailed  contained  the  milk  of  more  than  a few  of  his  cows.  Accordingly > 
it  was  arranged  to  take  samples  of  the  milk  of  th©  individual  cows,  as  well  as  a 
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mixed  sample  of  the  milk  of  the  whole  herd,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
the  percentages  of  fat  were  varying  from  day  to  day,  the  samples  were  taken  on 
seven  consecutive  days. 

Table  IV.  gives  particulars  of  the  analyses  of  a mixed  sample  of  the  milk  of  the 
whole  herd  at  each  of  the  three  milkings.  The  cows  were  milked  at  6 a.m.,  12  noon, 
and  7 p.m. 


Table  IV. 

Summary  of  the  Results  of  the  Analyses  of  a Mixed  Sample  of  the  Milk  of  a Herd 

Milked  Three  Times  Daily. 

Age  of  Cows — One,  5 years;  two,  7 years;  three,  8 years;  one,  9 years;  and  three,  10  years. 

No.  of  Cows  in  Herd,  10. 


Price  of  Cows  ranged  from  ,£30  to  £40 ; average  price,  £35. 


Date. 

Morning:  Milk— 6 a.m. 

Mid-day  Milk— 12  noon. 

Evening  Milk  - 7 p.m. 

1926. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat 

Other 

Solids. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

June,  28 

About 
18  galls. 

2-95 

8 96 

About 
9 galls. 

4 ’45 

9 05 

About 
114  galls. 

3 31 

8-91 

„ 29 

17  „ 

3-10 

8-86 

9 „ 

4-22 

9-02 

11  „ 

3-31 

8*91 

„ 30 

17|  „ 

3-00 

8*91 

9 „ 

461 

8-87 

11  „ 

3*38 

8-89 

July,  1 

17  „ 

315 

8-89 

9 „ 

4-55 

8 96 

11  „ 

3*55 

8 86 

„ 2 | 

17i  „ 

3*05 

8-88 

8f 

4*55 

8-83 

10|  „ 

3 34 

8*93 

„ 3 j 

174  „ 

3*10 

8*90 

84  „ 

4*69 

8*95 

10|  „ 

3 30 

8-96 

” 4 

174  „ 

3*00 

8-95 

8 „ 

4-34 

9*10 

11  „ 

3*46 

8-81 

Morning  Milk — 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

Range  of  Variation,  ...... 

2 95 

8-86 

to 

to 

3 15 

896 

Maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days, 

015 

o-io 

Mid-day  Milk — 

Range  of  Variation,  ...... 

4"22 

8*83 

to 

to 

469 

910 

Maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days, 

0 39 

015 

Evening  Milk — 

Range  of  Variation, 

3-30 

8-81 

to 

to 

3*55 

8-96 

Maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days, 

0*21 

0*15 

Maximum  difference  between  an}'  two  milkings  on  any  day — Fat,  1 *61  ; other  solids,  0'29. 

It  will  be  observed  that  on  only  one  occasion  during  the  seven  days  was  the 
“ morning  ” milk  of  the  whole  herd  found  under  the  standard — the  percentages  of 
fat  ranging  from  2*95  to  3 15;  and  the  maximum  difference  between  consecutive 
“ mornings  ” was  0*15.  The  percentages  of  fat  in  the  “mid-day”  milk  ranged  from 
4'22  to  4*69,  and  the  maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days  was  0*39. 
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The  percentage  of  fat  in  the  “ evening  ” milk  ranged  from  3-30  to  3*55,  and  the  maxi- 
mum difference  between  consecutive  days  was  O’ 21.  Several  of  the  cows  were, 
however,  found  to  be  yielding  milk  which  was  frequently  very  considerably  below 
the  standard.  For  example,  the  milk  of  one  cow  was  under  the  standard  for  fat  on 
each  of  the  seven  mornings — the  percentages  of  fat  ranging  from  2-07  to  2-80.  The 
“ evening  ” milk  of  this  cow  was  also  under  the  standard  daily — the  percentages  of 
fat  ranging  from  2-50  to  2-97.  The  percentage  of  fat  in  the  “ mid-day”  milk,  how- 
ever, was  invariably  above  the  standard — the  percentages  ranging  from  3 35  to  4-31. 
The  milk  of  another  cow  was  similarly  under  the  standard  for  fat  on  each  of  the 
seven  mornings — the  percentages  ranging  from  1*40  to  2-06;  whereas  the  corres- 
ponding percentages  in  the  “'mid-day  ” milk  ranged  from  3-90  to  5*21.  The  “even- 
ing ” milk  of  this  cow  contained  only  2-80  per  cent,  fat  on  one  occasion,  but  on 
every  other  occasion  was  above  the  standard,  reaching  a maximum  of  4*11  per  cent. 
A third  cow  yielded  milk  which,  on  six  mornings  out  of  the  seven,  was  under  the 
standard  for  fat — the  percentages  ranging  from  2-45  to  3-25;  whereas  the  average 
percentage  of  fat  in  the  “mid-day”  milk  was  4-2,  and  in  the  “evening”  milk,  3-2. 
Several  of  the  other  cows  were  found  to  be  yielding  deficient  milk  in  the  morning. 
As  the  complained-of  sample  was  “morning”  milk,  one  must  be  prepared  to  admit, 
especially  in  the  absence  of  bulking,  that  the  milk  could  have  been  sold  in  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  when  it  came  from  the  cows. 

After  the  results  of  the  week’s  sampling  had  been  ascertained,  the  complaint 
against  the  farmer  was  withdrawn. 

In  my  Annual  Reports  for  1924  and  1925,  particulars  were  given  of  the  analyses 
of  the  milk  of  the  individual  cows  belonging  to  this  farmer  at  each  of  the  three  milk- 
ings. On  several  occasions  in  1924  and  1925,  it  was  found  that  a mixed  sample  of 
the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd  was  under  the  standard  for  fat,  although  the 
corresponding  milk  at  each  of  the  two  other  milkings  was  above  the  standard  for  fat. 

After  the  complaint  referred  to  was  withdrawn,  we  had  an  interview  with  the 
farmer,  and  he  agreed  in  future  to  milk  his  cows  only  twice  daily,  with  an  equal 
interval  between  the  milkings.  A sample  purchased  on  11th  December,  was  found 
to  contain  3*23  per  cent,  fat  and  9*09  per  cent,  other  solids. 


Case  No.  18. — On  the  same  date  as  in  the  previous  case,  viz.,  19th  June,  a 
sample  purchased  at  the  milk  store  of  another  City  byre  was  certified  to 
contain  2-80  per  cent,  fat  and  8*79  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  byre  was 
visited  on  22nd  June,  and  a mixed  sample  procured  from  the  “morning  ” milk  of  the 
whole  herd  (15  cows;  25  gallons).  This  sample  contained  3-52  per  cent,  fat  and 
8-95  percent,  other  solids.  This  farmer  also  did  not  “bulk”  his  milk,  and  no  vessel 
from  which  milk  was  being  retailed  contained  the  milk  of  more  than  a few  cows. 
In  this  case  also,  it  was  arranged  to  take  samples  of  the  milk  of  the  individual  cows, 
as  also  a mixed  sample  of  the  milk  of  the  whole  herd,  on  seven  consecutive  days. 
The  cows  were  milked  twice  daily,  viz.,  at  6*30  a.m.  and  4 p.m. 
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Table  V. 

Summary  of  the  Results  of  the  Analyses  of  a Mixed  Sample  of  the  Milk  of  a Herd 

Milked  Twice  Daily. 

Age  of  Cows— Four,  4 years;  nine,  5 years;  and  two,  7 years.  No.  of  Cows  in  Herd,  15. 
Price  of  Cows  ranged  from  £30  to  £36;  average  price,  £33. 


Date  1926. 

Morning  Milk — 6‘80  a.m. 

Evkning  Milk — 4 p.m. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

July  5 

„ 6 . 

,,  7 

„ 8 . 

„ 9 . 

„ JO  . 

„ 11 

About  23  gallons  . 
1 „ ^4  „ 

„ 24*  „ 

25  ,, 

„ 24  ., 

„ 241  ,, 

25|  „ 

3’31 
3-20 
316 
3 25 
3’09 
3’10 
3’05 

8’82 
9’00 
8’84 
8 84 
8’96 
8*85 
8’85 

About  15^  gallons  . 
„ 16 
16 

„ 16 
„ 17 

„ m „ 

» 15  ,, 

4-28 
4’20 
4’10 
4’47 
4’06 
4 26 
4’38 

8’97 
881 
8 ’92 
8*78 
8-82 
8-73 
8*71 

Morning  Milk — 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

Range  of  variation,  ....... 

3 05 

8 ’82 

to 

to 

3’31 

900 

Maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days, 

0’16 

0’18 

Evening  Milk  — 

Range  of  variation,  ....... 

4 06 

8’7l 

to 

to 

4-47 

8’97 

Maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days, 

0’41 

016 

Maximum  difference  between  morning  and  evening  on  any  day — Fat,  1*33  ; other  solids,  0’19. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  in  this  case,  the  “morning”  milk  of  the  whole  herd 
was  never  found  under  the  standard,  the  percentages  of  fat  ranging  from  3*05  to 
3-31,  and  the  maximum  difference  between  consecutive  mornings  was  0‘ 16.  The 
percentages  of  fat  in  the  “evening”  milk,  however,  ranged  from  4*06  to  4’47 ; and 
the  maximum  difference  between  consecutive  days  was  O' 41.  In  this  herd  also, 
several  cows  were  found  to  be  yielding  “deficient”  milk  in  the  morning. 

The  milk  of  one  cow  was  under  the  standard  for  fat  on  each  of  the  seven  morn- 
ings, the  percentages  ranging  from  1*80  to  2-80;  and  the  maximum  difference 
between  consecutive  days  was  0*54.  The  percentages  of  fat  in  the  “evening”  milk 
of  this  cow  ranged  from  3*31  to  5 -01;  and  the  maximum  difference  between  con- 
secutive days  was  1’68  per  cent. 

Another  cow  yielded  milk  which  was  under  the  standard  for  fat  on  six  out  of 
the  seven  mornings,  the  percentages  ranging  from  1’85  to  3’06;and  the  maximum 
difference  between  consecutive  mornings  was  O’ 85.  The  percentage  of  fat  in  the 
“evening”  milk  of  this  cow  ranged  from  3’55  to  4*78;  and  the  maximum  difference 
between  consecutive  days  was  T23. 

A third  cow  yielded  milk  which  was  under  the  standard  for  fat  on  five  morn- 
ings, the  percentages  ranging  from  2’60  to  3’29;  and  the  maximum  difference 
between  consecutive  mornings  was  0’33.  The  percentage  of  fat  in  the  “evening” 
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milk  of  this  cow  ranged  from  3-79  to  4-20;  and  the  maximum  difference  between 
consecutive  days  was  O' 33.  Three  other  cows  yielded  milk  which  was  occasionally 
deficient  in  fat  in  the  morning. 

In  this  case  also,  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  the  complained  of  sample,  which 
contained  only  2'80  per  cent,  fat,  was  the  product  of  the  cows  yielding  a low 
percentage  of  fat. 

The  complaint  against  this  farmer  was  also  withdrawn,  and,  as  there  was  an 
interval  of  14^  hours  between  the  “evening”  and  “morning”  milkings,  an  under- 
taking was  given  that  this  interval  would  be  lessened,  and  that  the  milk  would  be 
bulked  in  future.  A sample  purchased  on  11th  December  contained  3-20  per  cent, 
fat  and  9-23  per  cent,  other  solids. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  the  cows  in  each  of  the  herds  were  examined  by 
the  Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  James  M‘ Allan,  who  reported  that  “The  cows  were 
all  excellent  types  of  dairy  animals  kept  under  very  good  conditions,  and  very  well 
cared  for.  The  animals  always  look  in  excellent  condition,  and  certainly  have  the 
appearance  of  good  milking  cows.  I know  also  that  the  cows  bought  by  each  of  these 
two  dairymen  are  generally  amongst  the  best  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Aberdeen 
Marts.” 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  frequently  found  that  the  mixed  milk  of  a herd 
may  fall  under  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  observe  that  the  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  in  all  the  official 
samples  of  sweet  milk,  including  deficient  samples,  taken  in  Aberdeen  since  1919, 
are  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1919, 

1920, 

1921, 

1922, 

1923, 

1924, 

1925, 

1926, 


No.  of  Samples.  Fat. 

262  ...  3-38 

272  ...  3-48 

429  ...  3-50 

445  ...  3*53 

462  ...  3-58 

533  ...  3-55 

524  ...  3-48 

472  ...  3 51 


Other  Solids. 

8-95 

8-96 

8-89 

8-91 

8-88 

8-88 

8-92 

8-89 


No  similar  information  is  available  for  the  earlier  years. 

In  calculating  the  averages  for  the  year  1921,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  two 
abnormal  samples,  which  contained,  respectively,  17-24  per  cent,  fat  and  7-76  per 
cent,  other  solids,  and  8-23  percent,  fat  and  8-69  per  cent,  other  solids.  Similarly, 
in  calculating  the  averages  for  1923,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  a sample  which 
contained  8*59  per  cent,  fat  and  8-09  per  cent,  other  solids;  and  in  calculating  the 
averages  for  1924,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  three  samples,  which  contained, 
respectively,  7-55  per  cent,  fat  and  8-51  percent,  other  solids,  7*00  per  cent,  fat  and 
8*72  per  cent,  other  solids,  and  6-95  per  cent,  fat  and  8-50  per  cent,  other  solids. 
In  calculating  the  averages  for  the  past  year,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  a sample 
which  contained  6- 75  per  cent,  fat  and  8*50  pep  cent,  other  solids. 
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Informal  Samples  of  Sweet  Milk. 

The  total  number  of  informal  samples  procured  during  the  year,  exclusive  of 
the  38  samples  procured  at  byres,  and  which  have  been  previously  referred  to,  was 
822.  Of  these  samples,  150  were  taken  on  delivery  at  City  dairies  from  consign- 
ments which  were  collected  by  the  dairymen  outside  the  City,  and  31  of  these  were 
found  to  be  under  the  standard. 

Twenty-seven  of  these  deficient  samples  were  procured  in  connection  with  an 
anonymous  complaint  sent  to  me  to  the  effect  that  a farmer,  who  was  consigning  all 
his  milk  to  a City  dairyman,  was  in  the  habit  of  making  and  selling  a considerable 
quantity  of  butter  weekly,  and  it  was  alleged  that  the  cream  from  which  the  butter 
was  manufactured  was  being  abstracted  from  the  consignment  of  milk.  The  milk  was 
collected  in  the  country,  and  an  “ official  ” sample  could  not,  therefore,  be  procured 
in  course  of  delivery.  Unofficial  samples  obtained,  however,  revealed  that,  although 
the  total  consignment  of  44  gallons  contained  3*22  per  cent,  fat,  the  “evening  ” milk, 
amounting  to  21  gallons,  embraced  in  the  consignment  contained  only  2' 87  per  cent, 
fat,  and  the  “ morning  ” milk,  amounting  to  23  gallons,  contained  3*55  per  cent.  fat. 
The  whole  consignment  is  collected  at  the  farm  by  the  City  dairyman  immediately 
after  the  “morning”  milking. 

On  communicating  with  the  County  Authorities,  it  was  found  that,  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  their  Inspector,  it  would  be  impossible  to  procure  official  samples  in 
course  of  delivery  till  about  a month  later.  Accordingly,  during  this  period,  unofficial 
samples  were  procured  daily,  with  the  result  that  the  “evening  ” milk  was  invariably 
found  under  the  standard,  the  percentage  of  fat  being  frequently  as  low  as  2-4.  The 
“morning”  milk  was  always  considerably  above  the  standard.  On  “official”  samples 
being  procured  by  the  County  Authorities,  it  was  found  that  a mixed  sample  from  a 
consignment  of  24  gallons  “morning”  milk  contained  3-59  per  cent,  fat,  whereas  the 
percentage  of  fat  in  a consignment  of  23  gallons  “evening”  milk  was  only  2*54.  The 
byre  was  visited  by  the  County  Inspector  two  days  later,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
“morning”  milk,  amounting  to  26  gallons,  contained  4*00  per  cent,  fat,  while  the 
“evening”  milk,  amounting  to  24  gallons,  contained  3-48  per  cent.  fat.  When  the 
case  was  brought  into  Court,  the  farmer  pled  “guilty,”  and  was  fined  £8. 

The  remaining  four  deficient  samples  were  procured  in  connection  with  cases 
Nos.  3 and  4. 

The  total  number  of  informal  samples  found  deficient  was  163,  and,  of  these,  no 
fewer  than  113  were  samples  from  the  milk  of  individual  cows  in  herds. 

Twelve  of  these  deficient  samples  were  taken  in  connection  with  case  No.  9,  the 
milk  supply  being  kept  under  close  observation  for  two  months.  As  the  consign- 
ments were  frequently  under  the  standard,  the  dairyman  informed  the  farmer  that 
the  milk  could  only  be  accepted  on  the  understanding  that  it  would  be  used  solely 
for  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  and  would  be  paid  for  at  a lower  rate. 

I have  again  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  County  Authorities  of  Aberdeen 
and  Kincardine  for  their  willingness  at  all  times  to  procure  samples  from  consign- 
ments taken  delivery  of  within  their  districts,  which  consignments  have,  as  the  result 
of  informal  samples  taken  in  the  City,  been  found  to  be  under  the  standard. 
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Mixing  of  Bottled  Milk. 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  householders  regarding  the  quality  of 
milk  supplied  to  them.  The  milk  complained  of  was  supplied  in  bottles,  and,  on 
inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  milk,  immediately  prior  to  use,  was  poured 
direct  from  the  bottle  into  the  different  vessels  used  by  the  consumer  without  having 
been  mixed  in  any  way.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  portion  of  the  milk  poured  first  from  the  bottle  would  contain  an  abnormally 
large  percentage  of  fat,  while  the  later  portions  of  the  milk  would  be  little  better 
than  skimmed  milk.  The  extent  of  the  variations  in  fat  which  can  take  place  in 
this  way  was  proved  in  dividing  the  contents  of  a pint  bottle  into  three  parts  by 
simply  pouring  the  contents  direct  into  three  sample  bottles.  The  first  part  con- 
tained 8'75  per  cent,  fat,  as  compared  with  074  per  cent,  fat  in  the  second  part,  and 
0-51  per  cent,  fat  in  the  third  part.  In  order  to  ascertain  what  method  of  mixing 
was  required  in  order  to  ensure  that  each  portion  of  the  quantity  would  contain  the 
same  percentages  of  fat,  the  following  experiments  were  carried  out : — 

(1)  Contents  of  pint  bottle  poured  into  jug,  cmd  then  direct  into  three  sample 
bottles. 

ABC 

Fat.  Fat.  Fat, 

3 *58  per  cent.  ...  3*58  per  cent.  ...  3-58  per  cent. 

(2)  Contents  of  pint  bottle  poured  into  jug , back  into  pint  bottle ; thereafter 
poured  back  into  jug  and  thence  direct  into  three  sample  bottles. 

ABC 

Fat.  Fat.  Fat. 

3 '55  per  cent.  ...  3 '55  per  cent.  ...  3*55  per  cent. 

It  will  therefore  be  observed  that  a householder  can  be  practically  assured  that 
the  contents  of  a bottle  will  be  mixed  by,  immediately  before  use,  simply  pouring  the 
contents  of  the  bottle  into  another  vessel  before  the  milk  is  divided. 

In  several  recent  milk  prosecutions  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  deficiency  of  fat  in  the  complained-of  milk  was  due  to  failure  to  mix 
the  sample  properly  before  it  was  divided  into  the  three  required  parts. 

The  practice  always  followed  in  Aberdeen,  in  connection  with  the  mixing  of 
official  samples  of  bottled  milk,  is  the  method  described  in  experiment  2 afore- 
mentioned. 

In  order  to  determine  what  variations  in  the  percentages  of  fat  might  take  place, 
due  to  different  methods  of  mixing  the  milk,  the  following  experiments  were  also 
carried  out:  — 

(3)  Bottle  held  in  vertical  position , and  contents  poured  direct  into  the  sample 
bottles  after  the  pint  bottle  had  been  thoroughly  shaken  for  10  seconds. 

A b c 

Fat.  Fat.  Fat. 

4 '69  per  cent,  ..,  3*58  per  cent.  ...  2 55  per  cent. 
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(4)  Method  similar  to  No.  3,  except  that  contents  were  shaken  for  20  seconds. 

ABC 
Fat.  Fat.  Fat. 

4-22  per  cent.  ...  3-41  per  cent.  ...  2-81  per  cent. 

(5)  Method  similar  to  No.  3,  except  that  contents  were  shaken  for  30  seconds. 

ABC 

Fat.  Fat.  Fat. 

3*56  per  cent.  ...  3-56  per  cent.  ...  3-56  per  cent. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that,  unless  the  contents  of  a bottle  are  thoroughly 
shaken  for  not  less  than  thirty  seconds,  the  milk  will  not  be  thoroughly  mixed. 

It  is  of  fundamental  importance  that  the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  in  divid- 
ing official  samples  of  milk,  because,  otherwise,  legal  proceedings  may  be  instituted 
against  innocent  persons. 

Despite  the  fact  that  satisfactory  results  were  got  by  the  methods  employed  in 
experiments  Nos.  1 and  5,  we  have  resolved  to  continue  mixing  samples  of  bottled 
milk  in  the  manner  employed  in  experiment  No.  2.  It.  is  possible  that  some  milk 
may  admit  of  more  ready  mixing  than  other  milk,  and  consequently  no  effort  should 
be  spared  in  endeavouring  to  ensure  that  no  mistake  can  take  place. 

Skimmed  Milk. 


Fifty-five  official  samples  of  skimmed  milk  were  procured  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  all  were  found  genuine. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars 

as  to  the  number 

of  samples  of  skimmed 

milk  obtained  since  1914  : — 

Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No.  under 
Standard. 

Percentage 
under  Standard. 

1914, 

7 

0 

o-o 

1915, 

25 

0 

0-0 

1916, 

58 

11 

19-0 

1917, 

50 

2 

4-0 

1918, 

18 

1 

5*6 

1919, 

17 

2 

11-8 

1920, 

24 

1 

4-2 

1921, 

34 

0 

0*0 

1922, 

40 

0 

o-o 

1923, 

48 

0 

o-o 

1924, 

42 

0 

0-0 

1925, 

45 

0 

0*0 

1926, 

55 

0 

o-o 

Totals, 

. 463 

17 

3*7 

It  will  be  observed  that,  since  1st  January,  1921,  264  samples  have  been  pro- 
cured, and  all  of  these  have  been  certified  to  be  genuine. 
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The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  contained  in  the  samples  of 
skimmed  milk  procured  during  the  last  eight  years  were  as  under : — 


Year. 

1919, 

1920, 

1921, 

1922, 

1923, 

1924, 

1925, 

1926, 


No.  of  Other 

Samples.  Fat.  Solids. 

17  ...  1*71  ...  8-86 

24  ...  M7  ...  8-91 

34  ...  1-39  ...  8-89 

40  ...  1-21  ...  8-87 

48  ...  1-13  ...  8-92 

42  ...  0-76  ...  9*21 

45  ...  0-93  ...  9-19 

55  ...  0*85  ...  9*20 


The  greater  part  of  the  skimmed  milk  sold  in  Aberdeen  is  “separated,”  but  a 
considerable  proportion  is  hand-skimmed. 

Under  Section  16  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1925,  it  is  enacted 
that,  “From  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1927,  no  person  shall  sell  by  retail, 
skimmed  milk,  separated  milk  or  cream,  except  from  a vessel  labelled  or  marked  in 
clearly  legible  letters,  ‘skimmed  milk/  ‘separated  milk/  or  ‘cream/  as  the  case 
may  be.”  In  past  years  it  has  occasionally  been  found  that,  when  skimmed  milk  had 
been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  being  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  the  samples 
contained  between  2 and  3 per  cent,  fat,  and  were  equal  in  quality  with  many 
samples  which  were  sold  as  genuine  sweet  milk.  There  was,  therefore,  a suspicion 
that  such  milk  might,  under  certain  circumstances,  have  been  sold  as  sweet  milk. 
The  effect  of  the  Order  will  be  that  the  customer  will  know  the  kind  of  milk  he  is 
being  supplied  with. 

In  December  last,  a letter  was  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  all  milkshops  in  the  City, 
as  also  to  all  dairymen  retailing  milk  from  carts,  drawing  their  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Order,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  ensure  that  these 
requirements  are  being  strictly  complied  with. 


Cream. 

Seventeen  samples  were  procured,  8 of  these  being  of  “ ordinary  ” cream  and  9 
of  “double”  cream. 

In  view  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  viz., 
that  “ordinary”  cream  should  contain  10  per  cent,  butter  fat,  and  “double”  cream 
40  per  cent,  butter  fat,  the  undernoted  particulars  as  to  prices  and  quality  are  of 
interest.  Half  a pint  was  purchased  in  each  case,  except  in  three  cases,  when  the 
samples  were  analysed  at  the  request  of  the  consignees. 
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No. 

Ordinary”  Cream. 
Price. 

Fat. 

( 

No. 

‘ Double  ” Cream. 
Price. 

Pat. 

1 

Ad. 

19*25 

9 

1/8 

51*20 

*2 

6d. 

15*71 

10 

1/4 

52*23 

3 

4d. 

13*22 

11 

1/6 

48*65 

4 

8d. 

15*08 

12 

V- 

44*61 

5 

7d. 

19*56 

13 

1/6 

51*80 

6 

T3 

00 

22*44 

14 

1/3 

55*05 

7 

8d. 

22*74 

15 

1/8 

57*07 

8 

Tin 

29*96 

16 

— 

51*25 

Contained  added  colouring*  matter. 

17 

— 

54*03 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  samples  of  “ordinary”  cream  contained  con- 
siderably more  fat  than  the  minimum  suggested  in  the  recommendations  referred  to. 
In  the  previous  year,  two  samples  contained  less  than  the  suggested  minimum.  It 
will  further  be  observed,  as  has  been  found  in  previous  years,  that,  proportionately 
with  the  price  charged,  there  were  great  differences  in  the  percentages  of  fat  con- 
tained in  the  samples.  Thus,  one  sample  of  “ordinary”  cream  which  cost  4d.  con- 
tained 19*25  per  cent,  fat,  as  compared  with  a sample,  costing  6d.,  which  contained 
only  15*71  per  cent.  fat.  Again,  a sample  which  cost  8d.  contained  only  15*08  per 
cent,  fat,  while  two  samples  also  costing  8d.  contained,  respectively,  22*44  and  22*74 
per  cent.  fat. 

The  seller  of  the  sample  which  contained  added  colouring  matter  stated  that  he 
had  added  no  colouring  matter.  Accordingly,  a sample  was  taken  from  the  consign- 
ment of  milk  from  which  the  cream  had  been  separated,  but  this  sample  was  certified 
to  contain  no  added  colouring  matter.  The  seller  of  the  cream  pled  “not  guilty,” 
but  was  convicted  and  fined. 

None  of  the  samples  of  “ordinary”  cream  contained  boric  acid.  In  the  previous 
year,  four  samples  were  found  to  contain  this  preservative.  Three  of  the  samples  of 
“double”  cream  contained  boric  acid  to  the  extent  of  0*01,  0*19,  and  0*21  per  cent. 

respectively. 


Butter. 

Forty-seven  official  samples  were  purchased,  and,  of  these,  five  contained  an 
excess  of  moisture,  the  respective  percentages  being  16*25,  17*01,  18*5,  20*40,  and 
21*05.  In  one  case,  the  butter  supplied  to  the  retailer  was  subsequently  found  to  be 
under  the  standard,  and  the  complaint  against  him  was  withdrawn.  Proceedings 
were  instituted  in  the  four  remaining  cases,  penalties  ranging  from  <£2  10s.  to  £3  3s. 
being  imposed. 

Nine  informal  samples  were  analysed  at  the  request  of  retailers.  Seven  of  these 
samples  were  from  consignments  in  course  of  delivery,  and  all  were  found  genuine. 
The  remaining  two  samples,  each  of  which  contained  a slight  excess  of  moisture,  had 
been  “'made  up  ” by  the  ietailer  from  the  bulk  quantity. 
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M argarine. 

Seventeen  official  samples  were  procured,  all  of  which  were  certified  to  be 
genuine.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  all  the  samples,  with  one  exception,  contained 
boric  acid,  the  percentages  ranging  from  0‘ 08  to  0-25. 

In  two  cases  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  as  regards  labelling 
were  not  being  fully  complied  with,  and  letters  of  warning,  accompanied  by  a 
circular  containing  particulars  of  the  requirements,  were  sent  to  the  offenders. 

Jams , Jellies , &c. 

The  undernoted  informal  samples  were  purchased,  all  of  which  were  certified 
genuine  : — 


Description. 
Strawberry  Jam, 
Rhubarb  Jam, 
Raspberry  Jam,  . 
Black  Currant  Jam, 
Marmalade, 

Plum  Jam,  . 
Bramble  Jelly, 
Gooseberry  Jam,  . 

Preserved  Foods. 


No  of 
Samples. 

8 

5 

4 

\ 

3 

2 

2 

1 


\ 


/ 


Remarks  by  Analyst. 

Samples  all  examined  for  added 
glucose  and  preservatives.  One  sample 
of  Marmalade  contained  7*91  per  cent, 
glucose. 

One  of  the  samples  of  Strawberry 
Jam  contained  126  parts  per  1,000,000 
Sulphur  Dioxide. 

One  of  the  samples  of  Bramble 
Jelly  had  apple  juice  added. 


Six  informal  samples  of  tinned  herring  and  mackerel  were  analysed  at  the 
request  of  a firm,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  contents  contained  an  excessive 
quantity  of  tin.  The  percentages  of  tin  found  ranged  from  143  to  3-06  per  cent. 
As  the  goods  had  been  in  stock  for  a considerable  time,  the  firm  arranged  to  with- 
draw the  remainder  of  this  stock  from  sale. 


Sausages. 


Seventeen  informal  samples  were  analysed.  Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 


Price 
per  lb. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Moisture. 

Fat. 

Album- 

enoids. 

Ash. 

Starch. 

Sulphur 
Dioxide, 
parts  per 
1,000,000. 

Boric 
Acid, 
parts  per 
1,000,000. 

8d. 

Beef  Sausages  . 

58-04 

27-00 

12-70 

2-26 

Nil 

1,070 

8d. 

99  9 9 • 

59  76 

19  04 

12-67 

1-87 

6-66 

120 

8d. 

9 9 9 9 • 

62-85 

13-55 

13-95 

2-25 

7-40 

7d. 

99  99  • • 

5) -37 

24  94 

8-88 

1 78 

14  03 

lOd. 

9 9 >•  • • 

60  41 

21-79 

13-07 

1-38 

13  35 

6d. 

Pork 

54  55 

28-09 

7-81 

1-89 

7-66 

500 

1 

lOd. 

9 9 9 > • 

58-70 

25  89 

9-57 

1*73 

411 

lOd. 

Beef  ,, 

62-22 

15-90 

13-75 

214 

5-99 

107 

7d. 

Pork 

58  90 

16-70 

12-32 

2-87 

9-21 

260 

1,000 

9d. 

Beef  , , 

56-10 

23-23 

8 44 

194 

10-29 

105 

8d. 

56-50 

20  07 

12-59 

2-48 

8-36 

304 

7d. 

Pork  ” ! 

50-50 

28-77 

9-54 

2-54 

8-65 

6d. 

55-17 

21-80 

8-75 

1-92 

12-36 

1,600 

8d. 

Beef  . , 

55*75 

22-23 

1117 

212 

8-73 

475 

Pork 

Examined  for  Preservatives  only. 

455 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

525 

...  j 

Beef  ,, 

9 9 

9 9 

1,070 
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It  will  be  observed  that  two  of  the  samples  contained  boric  acid,  and  that  six  of 
the  samples  contained  sulphur  dioxide  in  proportions  greater  than  that  prescribed 
in  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1925  and 
1926.  These  Regulations,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  butcher  meat,  came  into 
operation  on  1st  January  last. 

The  samples  were  procured  in  order  to  determine  to  what  extent  preservatives 
were  being  used  in  sausages.  The  sellers  were  informed  of  the  results  of  the  analyses, 
and  a letter  has  been  sent  to  all  butchers  informing  them  as  to  the  requirements  of 

the  regulations. 

Mince. 

Seventeen  informal  samples  were  analysed  in  order  to  ascertain  to  what,  extent 
preservatives  were  being  used.  Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


Price 

No. 

per  lb. 

Nature  and  Amount  of  Preservative. 

1 

8d. 

4,290  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

2 

lOd. 

Nil. 

3 

1/- 

890  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

4 

1/- 

250  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

5 

1/2 

Nil. 

6 

1/2 

470  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

7 

8d. 

600  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

8 

4d. 

Nil. 

9 

1/3 

Nil. 

10 

9d. 

Nil. 

11 

lid. 

Nil. 

12 

1/1 

220  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

13 

1/- 

Nil. 

14 

1/2 

Nil. 

15 

1/3 

370  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

16 

1/- 

910  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

17 

— 

530  parts  sulphur  dioxide  per  1,000,000. 

In  terms  of  the  Amending  Regulations  dated  26th  December,  1925,  it  is  enacted 
that  mince  can  contain  preservative  in  the  form  of  sulphur  dioxide,  and  in  the  pro- 
portion of  450  parts  per  million  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  and 
September  in  any  year.  No  preservative,  however,  can  be  used  in  mince  at  any 

other  time. 

A letter  containing  information  regarding  the  requirements  was  sent  to  all 

butchers. 

Sponge  Cakes  cmd  Sponge  Fingers. 

Seven  informal  samples  of  sponge  cakes  and  eight  of  sponge  fingers  were  pur- 
chased. Two  of  the  samples  of  sponge  cakes  contained  boric  acid,  the  respective 
percentages  being  0*24  and  O' 25  per  cent. 
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A letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  each  of  the  sellers.  The  seller  of  one  of  the 
samples  stated  that  liquid  eggs  had,  in  error,  been  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
sponge  cakes.  In  the  second  case,  the  seller  stated  that  he  does  not  make  sponge 
cakes,  and  that  the  cakes  complained  of  were  Queen  cakes.  Sponge  cakes  were, 
however,  asked  for.  A sample  of  the  liquid  whole  egg  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
these  cakes  was  analysed  and  found  to  contain  1-09  per  cent,  boric  acid.  Further 
samples  were  obtained  from  the  manufacturers,  and  these  were  found  to  contain  1*02 
per  cent,  boric  acid.  The  manufacturers  were  accordingly  informed  that  the  maxi- 
mum amount  of  boric  acid  should  not  exceed  1 per  cent.  A sample  subsequently 
procured  was  found  to  contain  086  percent,  boric  acid. 


Ice-Cream. 


Thirteen  “official”  samples  of  ice-cream  were  purchased.  Undernoted  are 
particulars : — 


No. 

Price. 

Weight  of 
third  part  of 
sample. 

Fat. 

Solids  not  Fat. 

Ash. 

Deposit. 

1 

5d. 

3*6  ozs. 

2 03 

25  *35 

0-57 

Few  dark  specks. 

2 

6d. 

4 3 „ 

1-68 

24  31 

0-57 

Small  flakes  of  metal. 

3 

6d. 

7-2  „ 

2-81 

22*96 

0-49 

Nil. 

4 

6d. 

5*7  ,. 

3 03 

23*66 

0*61 

Few  dark  specks. 

5 

6d. 

43  „ 

2 46 

18*41 

0*55 

»)  *) 

6 

6d. 

44  „ 

1-34 

20*39 

0*68 

5 J > * 

7 

6d. 

20  „ 

9-52 

20*73 

0*30 

Nil. 

8 

6d. 

6-8  ., 

3 51 

22*98 

0*63 

% 9 

9 

4d. 

3*2  „ 

3 04 

25*41 

0*33 

J ? 

10 

6d. 

4*0  „ 

2-82 

*20-98 

0*58 

Few  dark  specks. 

11 

6d. 

2-7 

2 96 

24*73 

0*65 

12 

6d. 

3-6  „ 

3 02 

22*26 

0 54 

Large  dirty  specks. 

13 

6d. 

22  ,, 

4*79 

24*80 

0-90 

| 

Fairly  large  dirty  specks. 

Samples  Nos.  12  and  13,  which  contained  dirty  deposits,  were  purchased  from 
stalls  in  the  street.  The  sellers  of  these  samples  were  communicated  with  regarding 
the  necessity  of  their  taking  whatever  steps  might  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  the 
ice-cream  was,  as  far  as  possible,  kept  free  from  dirt  or  dust  of  any  kind.  As 
regards  sample  No.  2,  it  was  found  that  the  “freezer”  was  defective,  and  this  was 
immediately  rectified. 

The  percentage  of  fat  contained  in  the  majority  of  the  samples  was  considerably 
greater  than  on  previous  occasions.  The  percentages  in  the  undernoted  three  samples 
were,  however,  low.  This  was  also  found  to  be  the  case  in  two  samples  purchased 
from  each  of  these  persons  in  the  previous  year : — 


No. 

Fat. 

Sample  purchased  on 

Fat. 

Sample  purchased  on 

Fat. 

1 

2*03 

3rd  July,  1925 

1*43 

17th  August,  1925 

1*77 

2 

1 68 

Do.  ... 

1 -33 

Do. 

1 54 

3 

2-46 

Do.  ... 

0*96 

Do. 

1*12 
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The  sellers  of  these  samples  were  again  communicated  with. 

It  will  be  observed  that  one  of  the  samples  contained  9-52  per  cent.  fat.  Two 
“ informal”  samples,  analysed  at  the  request  of  another  manufacturer  who  is  desirous 
of  making  a superior  quality  of  ice-cream,  were  certified  to  contain  12*32  per  cent, 
and  10*43  per  cent,  fat  respectively. 

Confectionery. 

Twenty-five  informal  samples  of  various  kinds  of  confectionery  were  purchased. 
All  the  samples  were  examined  for  prohibited  metallic  colours,  gamboge,  and  pro- 
hibited dyes.  None  were  found. 

Spirits. 

Twenty-seven  official  samples  of  spirits,  14  whisky,  9 rum,  2 brandy,  and  2 gin, 
were  purchased. 

All  these  samples  were  regarded  as  genuine,  with  the  exception  of  a sample  of 
gin,  which  was  certified  to  be  35*65  degrees  under  proof.  The  seller  pled  “not 
guilty,”  and,  at  his  request,  a third  part  of  the  sample  was,  by  order  of  the  Court, 
sent  to  the  Government  Chemist,  who  reported  that  the  sample  was  37*0  degrees 
under  proof.  The  seller  ultimately  pled  “guilty,”  and  was  fined  £2  2s.,  and,  in 
addition,  was  ordered  to  pay  the  fee  (£1  Is.)  of  the  Government  Analyst. 

Four  of  the  samples  were  weaker  than  35  degrees  under  proof,  but,  in  each  of 
these  cases,  a notice  was  exhibited  in  the  bar  to  the  effect  that  “ all  spirits  sold  here, 
unless  otherwise  asked  for,  are  reduced  to  49  degrees  under  proof.” 

Drugs. 

Eighteen  “ informal  ” samples  of  drugs,  3 cascara  sagrada,  2 powdered  camphor, 
2 calcined  magnesia,  2 tartaric  acid,  2 olive  oil,  2 eucalyptus  oil,  2 camphor  oil,  1 
castor  oil,  and  2 glycerine,  were  purchased,  and  all  certified  genuine. 

Samples  were  also  analysed  from  consignments  supplied  to  the  City  Hospital  of 
cod  liver  oil  emulsion,  and  malt  extract,  with  cod  liver  oil.  The  cod  liver  oil  emul- 
sion was  certified  to  contain  50  per  cent,  oil  by  volume,  while  the  malt  extract 
contained  14*10  per  cent,  oil  by  volume. 

The  Public  Health  ( Preservatives , <&c.,  in  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1925  and 

1926. 

The  dates  on  which  the  Regulations  as  now  amended  will  come  into  operation 
are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  All  foods  except  those  specified  below — 1st  January,  1927. 

(2)  Bacon,  ham,  egg  yolk,  and  articles  of  food  containing  preservative  intro- 

duced by  the  use,  in  their  preparation,  of  preserved  margarine — 1st  July, 

1927. 

(3)  Butter,  cream,  and  articles  of  food  containing  preservative  introduced  by 
the  use,  in  their  preparation,  of  preserved  bacon,  preserved  ham,  preserved 
egg  yolk,  or  preserved  cream — 1st  January,  1928. 
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(4)  Articles  of  food  containing  preservative  introduced  by  the  use,  in  their 
preparation,  of  preserved  butter — 1st  July,  1928. 

In  a circular  sent  to  Local  Authorities  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Health,  it  is  stated  that,  "although  the  draft  of  the  principal  Regulations  was 
published  nearly  two  years  ago,  namely,  on  13th  February,  1925,  it  is  possible  that 
there  may  still  be  on  sale  certain  articles  of  food  which  contain  preservative  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  In  some  cases  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  retailer  was  not  in  a position  to  demand  preservative-free  stocks.  In  regard  to 
those  foods  which  are  imported,  or  of  which  the  retailer  has  to  carry  a very  con- 
siderable stock,  I am  directed  to  suggest  that,  if  any  contravention  of  the  Regula- 
tions is  discovered  during  the  first  few  months  of  the  coming  year,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  particularly  where  it  appears  that 
the  vendor  of  the  article  sampled  was  unaware  of  the  fact  that  he  was  contravening 
the  Regulations.” 

Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations  (Scotland) , 1923. 

Twenty-five  "informal”  samples  of  condensed  milk  were  purchased  in  order  to 
see  whether  the  requirements  of  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  were  being 
complied  with. 

All  these  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  with  the  undernoted 
results  : — 


No. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Total  Milk 
Solids. 

Fat. 

Calculated 

Pints. 

Stated 

Piuts. 

1 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26  91 

0-67 

It 

It 

2 

Full  Cream  Sweetened,  .... 

33  44 

9-60 

It 

It 

3 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

2919 

0-31 

If 

It 

4 

Full  Cream  Sweetened,  .... 

32-30 

10-00 

n 

If 

5 

9 9 5 9 .... 

29-30 

8 64 

it 

6 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26-80 

0-35 

it 

7 

59  59  55  ... 

29  07 

0-65 

ii 

11 

8 

5 9 55  55  ... 

28-84 

0-25 

ii 

is 

9 

5 i 5 5 9 * ... 

26-81 

0-40 

it 

IS 

10 

? 9 5 5 5 5 • • 

29  61 

0-50 

2 

2 

11 

5 5 ? 9 5 ... 

26-60 

0-70 

IS 

It 

12 

55  55  55  ... 

27-94 

0-59 

H 

14 

13 

Full  Cream  Unsweetened, 

32-70 

9-44 

2 

14 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

29-83 

0-83 

n 

it 

15 

Full  Cream  Unsweetened,  .... 

32  80 

9-30 

0| 

OS 

16 

59  59  ... 

31-72 

9-24 

Of 

ot 

1 17 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

28-43 

0-40 

H 

It 

1 18 

55  51  95  ... 

29-72 

0*76 

If 

19 

Full  Cream  Sweetened,  .... 

32-83 

9 09 

i| 

It 

20 

95  99  .... 

32-21 

9 25 

i| 

It 

21 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

27-22 

0-30 

it 

It 

22 

Full  Cream  Sweetened,  .... 

34-42 

913 

it 

23 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

28  92 

0-38 

13 

IS 

24 

95  59  99  ... 

Full  Cream  Unsweetened, 

26-61 

0 28 

it 

It 

25 

32  00 

9-37 

2 

2 

It  will  be  observed  that  sample  No.  5 contained  only  8-64  per  cent,  fat,  being 
0 36  per  cent,  under  the  standard  prescribed  in  the  Regulations. 
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Two  official  samples  were  subsequently  purchased  from  the  seller.  One  of  these 
samples  contained  8*64  per  cent,  fat,  while  the  second  sample  contained  8 -66  per 
cent.  fat.  These  contraventions  were  reported  for  prosecution,  but,  after  communi- 
cating with  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  the  complaint  was  withdrawn  on  the 
retailer  undertaking  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  the  stock  of  this  brand  of  con- 
densed milk  on  conditions  satisfactory  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations  (Scotland),  192 1^. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  supplied  by  the  Public  Analyst  regarding  the 
samples  procured : — 


.No. 

] 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Fat. 

Calculated 

Pint8. 

Stated  Pint*. 

1 

Modified  Dried  Full  Cream  Milk 

27  '45 

2 

2 

2 

Partly  Skimmed  Milk,  Half  Cream 

14-58 

3| 

3| 

3 

Modified  Dried  Full  Cream  Milk 

27-41 

31 

3| 

*4 

“ Prescription  ” Humanised  Milk 

23  40 

5 

Partly  Skimmed  Milk,  Three  Quarter  Cream 

20-86 

4£ 

i'i 

6 

Dried  Full  Cream  Milk  ..... 

26-16 

2 

2 

7 

Partly  Skimmed  Milk,  Half  Cream 

16  10 

4f 

5 

8 

9 * 9 9 99  ... 

15-93 

Not  stated 

5 

9 

Dried  Full  Cream  Milk  ..... 

26-96 

41 

4 h 

i 10 

99  99  .... 

26-01 

#* 

5f 

* Note. — Milk  had  been  deprived  of  part  of  its  protein  for  medical  reasons,  containing  15"41  per 
cent,  protein  instead  of  the  normal  25  per  cent. 


It  will  be  observed  that  sample  No.  8 did  not  contain  the  “equivalent  label.” 
On  the  seller  being  communicated  with,  it  was  found  that  the  tin  had  been  purchased 
some  time  prior  to  the  Regulations  coming  into  operation.  It  was  also  found  that 
the  seller  had  no  more  tins  of  dried  milk  in  stock. 


TPIE  SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1921. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  this  Order,  which  deals  with 
the  labelling  of  imported  meat  and  imported  eggs,  was  548.  Of  these,  141  visits 
were  paid  to  shops  where  butcher  meat  was  sold,  and  407  visits  paid  to  the  shops 
where  eggs  were  sold.  No  contravention  of  the  Order  was  discovered. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 

Twelve  samples  were  procured  under  the  above  Act,  and  duly  analysed. 

Seven  of  the  samples  were  procured  from  upholsterers,  two  from  bedding  manu- 
facturers, and  three  from  rag  flock  manufacturers. 

All  of  the  samples  conformed  with  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Regulations. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  chlorine  in  each  of  these  samples  was 
considerably  under  the  standard. 
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Und-ernoted  are  particulars:  — 

No.  of  Sample. 

1, 

2, 

3, 

4, 

5, 

6, 

7, 

8,  . 

9, 

10, 

11, 

12, 


Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 
per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 

19*0 

17-2 

13-7 

10-6 

12-5 

11*9 

11-2 

11-9 

10-0 

8-1 

9-4 

8*1 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908. 

An  additional  application  was  received  for  licence  to  sell  substances  to  be  used 
exclusively  in  agriculture  or  horticulture.  Applications  for  the  renewal  of  existing 
licences  were  also  made  and  granted.  The  total  number  of  premises  licensed  is  now 
six.  The  arrangements  for  keeping  poisonous  substances  are  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

During  the  year,  12  informal  samples  were  procured  from  manufacturers  or 
wholesale  merchants,  in  order  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  were 
being  complied  with. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  samples  procured  : — 

Feeding  Stuffs. 


Description  of  Sample. 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed. 

Analysis 

as  Found. 

Oil  per  cent. 

Albuminoids 
per  cent. 

Oil  per  cent. 

Albuminoids 
per  cent. 

Fish  Meal,  ..... 

2'0  to  5-0 

55  0 to  60  0 

4-55 

58-69 

Fish  Meal,  ..... 

2 0 to  5-0 

55 '0  to  60 '0 

3-82 

61-88 

Fish  Meal,  ..... 

5-0 

62-0 

4*18 

61-69 

“ Paisley  ” Feeding  Meal,  . 

5 0 

17  0 

3-87 

19-69 

Fish  Meal,  ..... 

5-0 

62  0 

4 23 

63-94 

“ Ovo  ” Poultry  Meal,  . 

4*5 

170 

612 

17  25 

Calf  Meal,  ..... 

7 0 

24  0 

765 

23  10 

Fertilisers. 


Analysis  as  Guaranteed. 

Analysis  as  Found. 

Description  of  Sample. 

Nitro- 

gen. 

Citric 

Soluble. 

Soluble 

Phos- 

phate. 

1 In- 
soluble 
Phos- 
phate. 

Potash. 

Nitro- 

gen. 

Citric 

Soluble. 

Soluble 

Phos- 

phate. 

In- 

soluble 

Phos- 

phate. 

Potasli. 

Superphosphates, 
Turnip  Manure, 

% 

2-0 

% 

9-0 

% 

30-0 

% 

70 

% 

3 0 

% 

1 71 

% 

9-16 

% 

29-01 

% 

6-0 

% 
3 07 

Turnip  Manure, 

2*0 

2 0 

100 

4-0 

1 -70 

3-15 

10-94 

3 90  j 

Potato  Manure, 

2-5 

5-75 

7-0 

4 25 

2-32 

6-72 

7-84 

4 05  j 

Pure  Dissolved  Bones, 

2-5 

20  0 

2 24 

19-37 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  sample  of  “ Paisley  ” Feeding  Meal  and  the  sample 
of  “ Ovo  ” Poultry  Meal  did  not  conform  with  the  guarantees  even  when  allowance 
is  made  for  the  limits  of  error  prescribed  by  the  Act.  Information  regarding 
these  samples  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  communicated  with  the 
manufacturers. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1912,  AND  THE  SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  ACTS, 

1920  AND  1921. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  the  Half -Holiday  Orders  and  Closing  Orders 
made  under  the  principal  Act,  have  been  regularly  enforced.  In  all,  23,045  in- 
spections were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  during  the  year.  Of  these  inspections, 
2,178  were  made  to  shops,  where  full  inquiry  was  made  as  to  whether  the  various 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  were  being  complied  with.  The  remainder 
of  the  inspections  were  in  connection  with  the  closing  of  shops.  In  addition  to  these 
inspections,  the  Chief  Constable  reported  all  contraventions  of  the  Shops  (Early 
Closing)  Acts  which  came  under  the  observation  of  the  Police. 

Fifty-five  complaints  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  the  Acts  were  received 
during  the  year.  All  these  complaints  were  immediately  attended  to,  and,  when 
necessary,  steps  taken  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  fully  complied 
with.  Of  these,  29  related  to  the  serving  of  customers  after  the  prescribed  closing 
hours.  Twenty-six  of  the  complaints  related  to  the  conditions  of  employment  of 
the  shop  assistants,  and  in  19  of  those  cases  no  contravention  was  discovered.  In 
four  cases,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted ; in  two  cases,  warnings  were  given ; 
while  in  the  remaining  case  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to1  take  any  action. 

Half -Holiday  Orders. 

There  are  sixteen  Half-Holiday  Orders  in  force  in  the  City.  No  additional 
Order  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Aberdeen  Shops  (Weekly  Half -Holiday)  Amendment  Order,  1914,  provides 
that,  during  the  weeks  in  which  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  occur,  the 
half -holiday  for  the  shops  affected  shall  be  such  day  as  the  occupier  may  specify  in 
a notice  affixed  in  his  shop,  as  provided  by  Section  4 (3)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

During  Christmas  and  New  Year  weeks,  17,010  inspections  were  made  in  order 
to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  afore-mentioned  Order  were  complied  with.  In 
one  case  a shopkeeper  failed  to  close  his  shop  for  the  weekly  half-holiday  during 
Christmas  week,  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  been  warned  that  it  was  necessary  to 
do  so.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  and  a fine  of  25s.  was  imposed.  In  four 
cases  it  was  found  that  the  shopkeepers  had  failed  to  close  their  shops  not  later 
than  one  o’clock  on  one  day  of  the  week.  As  in  each  case  the  shopkeeper  maintained 
that  the  contravention  was  due  to  a misunderstanding  on  his  part,  and  as  the  shops 
were  closed  immediately  after  the  contraventions  were  discovered,  no  further  action 
was  taken. 

No  other  contravention  of  any  of  the  Half -Holiday  Orders  was  discovered 

during  the  year. 
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Closing  Orders  under  Section  5 ( for  Fixing  the  Closing  Hour  for  the  Severed  Days 

of  the  Week). 

There  are  six  Closing  Orders  in  force,  viz.,  for  chemists,  boot  and  shoe  dealers, 
hairdressers,  drapers,  ironmongers,  and  butchers.  No  additional  Order  has  been 
made  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  provisions  of  these  Orders  are,  so  far  as 
known,  well  observed. 

A complaint  was  received  to  the  effect  that  certain  hairdressers  were  making 
appointments  for  and  serving  customers  after  the  prescribed  evening  closing  hours, 
and  also  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half -holiday.  A letter  was  accordingly 
sent  to  all  hairdressers  in  the  City  informing  them  that  if  at  any  time  evidence 
regarding  such  a contravention  was  obtained,  legal  proceedings  would  be  instituted 
against  the  offenders. 

A similar  complaint  was  also  received  to  the  effect  that  certain  chemists  were 
selling  photographic  materials  and  other  non-exempted  articles,  and  a warning  letter 
was  also  sent  to  all  chemists. 

Sectio\n  1(1)  cand  (2) — Shop  Assistants’  Half-Holiday . 

Nineteen  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  conditions  of  employment  of 
assistants.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a publican  for  failing  to  give  three 
of  his  assistants  the  prescribed  weekly  half-holiday,  inasmuch  as  the  assistants  were 
employed  till  2-30  p.m.  on  the  afternoon  of  their  weekly  half-holiday,  and  for  failing 
to  exhibit  the  notice  prescribed  by  Section  2 (3)  of  the  Act.  Accused  pled  guilty, 
and  was  fined  <£3,  with  25s.  of  expenses. 

Proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  the  proprietors  of  a restaurant  for 
failing  to  give  twenty  assistants  the  prescribed  weekly  half-holiday,  inasmuch  as  the 
assistants  were  employed  till  about  2 p.m.  on  the  afternoon  of  their  weekly  half- 
holiday, and  for  failing  to  exhibit  the  assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  notice.  A 
plea  of  “guilty”  was  tendered,  and  a fine  of  £3,  with  25s.  of  expenses,  imposed. 

In  each  of  these  two  cases,  the  shopkeepers  had  previously  been  informed  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

In  6 out  of  the  2,178  shops  inspected  it-  was  found  that  the  requirements  as 
regards  the  weekly  half-holiday  were  not  being  strictly  complied  with.  In  none  of 
these  cases,  however,  was  it  thought  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  but, 
in  lieu  thereof,  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  offenders.  Subsequent  inspections 
proved  that  there  was  no  longer  any  cause  for  complaint. 

In  307  shops  it  was  found  that  the  assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  notice  was 
not  being  exhibited  or  was  not  properly  filled  up.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in 
every  case. 

Section  1 (3) — Intervals  for  Meals. 

A grocer,  who  had  previously  been  warned,  was  prosecuted  for  failing  to  give  his 
assistant  the  dinner  interval  within  the  prescribed  period,  and  for  failing  to  exhibit 
the  weekly  half -holiday  notice.  He  pled  guilty,  and  was  fined  21s.,  with  25s.  of 
expenses. 
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A confectioner,  who  had  also  been  previously  warned,  was  prosecuted  for  failing 
to  give  two  assistants  the  prescribed  tea  interval,  and  for  failing  to  exhibit  the 
weekly  half -holiday  notice  and  the  “young  persons”  notice.  He  pled  guilty,  and 
was  fined  £2  10s.,  with  25s.  of  expenses. 

In  the  course  of  making  the  routine  inspections  referred  to,  13  irregularities  in 
respect  of  the  tea  interval,  and  12  irregularities  in  connection  with  the  dinner 
interval,  were  discovered.  In  four  cases  it  was  discovered  that  an  assistant  was 
being  employed  for  more  than  six  hours  without  an  interval  of  at  least  twenty 
minutes  being  allowed  during  the  course  thereof. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  all  these  cases,  and,  on  subsequent  inspections 
being  made,  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being  strictly 
complied  with. 

Section  2(1)  a\nd  (3) — Hours  of  Employment  of  Young  Persons  under  the  Age  of 

18  Years. 

Four  complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  this  Section 
— which  requires  that  young  persons  must  not  be  employed  more  than  74  hours, 
including  meal  times,  in  one  week.  In  two  of  these  cases,  the  assistants  complained 
of  were  upwards  of  18  years  of  age,  and  accordingly  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
not  applicable;  in  the  third  case  the  assistant  was  not  a “shop  assistant”  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act;  and  in  the  remaining  case  no  contravention  was  discovered. 

No  contraventions  of  this  Section  were  discovered  by  the  Inspectors  in  the 
course  of  their  routine  inspections. 

In  223  shops  where  “young  persons”  were  being  employed,  it  was  found  that 
the  prescribed  notice  was  not  being  exhibited.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in 

every  case. 

Section  3 — Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants. 

This  Section  requires  that  in  all  rooms  of  a shop  where  female  assistants  are 
employed  in  the  serving  of  customers,  the  occupier  of  the  shop  shall  provide  seats 
behind  the  counter  or  in  such  other  position  as  may  be  suitable  for  the  purpose — 
the  seats  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  assistants. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  any  contravention  of  this  Section,  but 
in  eleven  shops  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Section  were:  not  being 
strictly  complied  with.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  every  case,  and  on  sub- 
sequent inspection  it  was  found  that  seats  were  duly  provided. 


Section  1/-  (1)  and  (3) — Half -Holiday  Closing  of  Shops. 

Six  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  occupiers  of  shops  serving  customers 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday,  but  in  none  of  the  cases  was  any  con- 
travention discovered. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  issue  warning  circulars  to  all  new 
occupiers  of  “mixed”  shops,  and  during  the  year  106  such  circulars  were  issued. 
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Section  9 — Proceedings  as  to  Trading  elsewhere  than  in  Shops. 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  a dairy  farmer  retailing  milk  from  a cart 
after  the  prescribed  closing  hour,  but,  although  several  inspections  were  made,  no 
contravention  was  discovered. 

Section  10  (1) — Conditions  for  Mixed  Shops  remaining  open  on  Weekly  Half- 

Holiday. 

The  attention  of  121  shopkeepers  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  notices 
required  under  this  Section  were  not  being  exhibited.  The  Act  requires  that  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday  these  notices  must  be  exhibited  both  on 
the  interior  and  on  the  exterior  of  the  shop.  In  the  majority  of  the  cases  referred 
to,  only  one  notice  was  being  exhibited. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act,  1920,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1921. 

By  these  Acts,  the  Order  made  in  1917  under  the  Defence  of  the  Realm 
Regulations  is  continued  in  force,  and  has  effect  in  the  area  of  any  Local  Authority 
as  if  it  were  a Closing  Order  made  and  confirmed  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

In  23  cases  proceedings  were  instituted,  and  convictions  obtained  in  each  case. 
The  penalties,  including  expenses,  aggregated  £35  Is.  The  number  of  prosecutions 
in  each  of  the  five  preceding  years  was  respectively  19,  20,  22,  18,  and  29. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  Reports,  it  was  originally  intended  that  the 
Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act,  1920.  should  cease  to  become  operative  on  31st  December, 
1921.  However,  in  August,  1921,  the  Act  was  amended  so  as  to  permit  of  the  sale 
of  fruit,  table  waters,  sweets,  chocolates  or  other  sugar  confectionery,  or  ice-cream 
until  9 *30  p.m.  on  week  days  other  than  Saturdays,  and  10  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  By 
the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Acts,  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Acts  have  been 
continued  from  year  to  year,  and  have  recently  been  extended  up  to  31st  December, 
1927.  These  Acts  do  not  compel  shops  to  be  closed  at  a prescribed  hour,  as  the  sale 
of  certain  articles  is  permitted  beyond  the  prescribed  closing  hours,  so  that  the  shop 
can  be  kept  open  for  the  sale  of  these  articles.  The  result  is  that  there  is  great 
temptation  offered  to  the  shopkeeper  who  is  entitled  to  keep  his  shop  open  for  the 
sale  of  certain  articles  to  sell  any  article  that  may  be  asked  for. 

I have  repeatedly  stated  in  Annual  Reports  that  it  might  be  desirable  for  the 
legislature  to  consider  whether  the  time  has  not  now  come  when  these  restrictions, 
which  were  introduced  as  a War  measure,  should  either  be  relaxed  or  abolished. 
The  Home  Secretary  has  now  decided,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Government,  to 
set  up  a Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  what,  if  any,  alteration  of  the  law 
relating  to  the  closing  of  shops  was  necessary.  The  terms  of  the  reference  are  as 
follows: — “To  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Acts,  1920 
and  1921,  and  to  consider  and  report  whether  it  is  desirable  that  these  Acts  should 
or  should  not  be  made  permanent,  and,  if  made  permanent,  whether  with  or  without 
modification.” 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  an  increasing  public  desire  for  an  amendment 
or  relaxation  of  the  “Dora”  restrictions,  and  the  proposed  inquiry  will  afford  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  present  anomalies. 
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Among  these  anomalies,  the  following  may  be  given  as  examples:  — 

(1)  Refreshments  for  consumption  on  the  premises  can  be  sold  up  to  11-30 
p.m.,  but  refreshments  are  deemed  not  to  include  ices  or  ice-cream.  The 
result  is  that  in  the  summer  months  there  is  in  tea  rooms  and  similar 
places  a considerable  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  ices,  yet  these 
cannot  be  served  after  9' 3-0  p.m.,  although  such  articles  as  fruit  salads, 
aerated  waters,  and  tea  and  coffee  can  be  served  so  long  as  the  premises 
remain  open. 

(2)  In  shops  where  articles  for  consumption  off  the  premises  only  can  be  sold, 

the  sale  of  fruit,  table  waters,  sweets,  chocolates  or  other  sugar  confec- 
tionery, and  ice-cream — all  more  or  less  what  might  be  termed  luxuries — 
is  permitted  up  to  9 '30  p.m.,  yet  the  sale  of  such  articles  as  milk,  bread, 
butter,  eggs,  and  all  groceries  must  cease  at  8 p.m. 

(3)  Tobacco  supplied  at  a meal  for  immediate  consumption  is  deemed  to  form 

part  of  the  meal,  and  can  accordingly  be  supplied.  So  far  as  cigars  and 
cigarettes  are  concerned,  it  is  obvious  that  this  requirement  can  be  complied 
with  by  the  restaurateur  by  his  restricting  the  sale  of  such  articles  to  the 
number  which  can  be  smoked  immediately  after  a meal.  It  is  difficult, 
however,  to  conceive  how  this  requirement  can  be  complied  with  so  far  as 
tobacco  in  packets  is  concerned,  as  the  smallest  size  of  such  packet  is  one 
ounce. 

Within  recent  years,  the  introduction  of  the  slot  machine  for  the  late  sale  of 
cigarettes  has  created  another  problem,  and  has  provided  tobacconists  and  other 
shopkeepers,  such  as  publicans,  restaurant  keepers,  and  purveyors  of  ice-cream, 
with  an  opportunity  of  evading  not  only  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Acts,  but  also 
the  Children’s  Act.  It  is  well  known  that  boys  under  16,  who  cannot  legally  be 
served  in  a shop,  are  frequently  customers  of  the  cigarette  automatic  machine.  This 
is  an  aspect  of  the  question  which  will  doubtless  be  considered  by  the  Departmental 
Committee. 

Administration  of  the  Shops  Acts. 

As  stated  in  my  previous  Report,  I was  instructed  by  the  Bills  and  Law 
Committee  to  report  on  the  general  administration  of  the  City.  In  considering  this 
report,  the  Sub-Committee  had  also  before  them  statements  (seven  in  number) 
containing  particulars  as  to  warnings  in  special  cases,  particulars  as  to  prosecutions, 
particulars  as  to  complaints  received  during  the  years  1925  and  1926,  and  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  routine  inspections  made  during  these  years.  From  the  information 
supplied,  the  Sub-Committee  were  satisfied  that  the  administration  of  the  Act  had 
been  efficiently  carried  out.  The  Sub-Committee  recommended  that,  as  suggested 
by  the  Inspector,  he  should  be  instructed  to  prepare  a leaflet  containing  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Acts,  for  the  purpose  of  being  distributed  to  shopkeepers  and  others 
interested.  The  report  was  approved  of  by  the  Town  Council. 
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EXTERMINATION  OF  RATS. 

The  agreement  entered  into  in  1917  between  a number  of  citizens — mainly  the 
proprietors  of  food  warehouses  and  similar  premises — under  which  the  services  of 
the  two  Corporation  ratcatchers  were  made  available  to  the  contributors  to  the 
scheme,  is  still  in  operation.  The  number  of  contributors  at  the  end  of  1926  was 
52,  being  three  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  their 
premises  during  the  year  was  1,740,  as  compared  with  1,791  in  the  previous  year. 

The  services  of  the  ratcatchers  were  also  made  available,  on  request,  for  127 
citizens’  premises  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats,  on  payment  of  the 
charges  fixed  by  the  Sub-Committee  in  charge  of  the  scheme.  The  number  of  similar 
premises  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  145. 

The  ratcatchers  periodically  visit  all  open  places,  such  as  rubbish  tips,  railway 
embankments,  burns,  &c.,  and  also  all  premises  belonging  to  the  Town  Council  which 
are  known  to  be  infested  with  rats. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  poisoned  baits  laid  during 
the  year  : — 


Contributors’ 

Premises. 

Non-Contributors’ 

Premises. 

Town  Council 
Premises. 

Total. 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

56,479 

27,470 

12,233 

96,182 

Feed  laid, 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

19,342 

7,222 

4,860 

31,424 

Feed  eaten, 

Liquid  Poison  laid,  . 

13  pints. 

13  pints. 
5 pints. 

Liquid  Poison  consumed, . 

5 pints. 

Dry  Poison  Feed  (Mice) 

37^  ounces. 

2 ounces. 

5£  ounces. 

45  ounces. 

laid, 

Dry  Poison  Feed  (Mice) 

7 do. 

0|  do. 

7f  do. 

eaten, 

Following  upon  a suggestion  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  a “Rat  Week” 
was,  as  in  previous  years,  held  during  the  last  week  of  March.  The  only  poison 
sold  was  red  squill,  which  is  non-injurious  to  human  beings  and  domestic  animals. 
Each  purchaser  was  supplied  with  a set  of  instructions  giving  full  information  as  to 
how  the  poison  was  to  be  used,  and  was  also  supplied  with  a stamped  post  card,  on 
which  he  was  asked  to  give  particulars  as  to  the  results  obtained.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  baits  should  be  laid  at  least  three  times.  Between  2,000  and  3,000 
leaflets,  inviting  the  occupiers  of  all  rat-infested  premises  to  take  part  in  the  cam- 
paign,  were  distributed.  Advertisements  were  also  inserted  in  the  local  press. 
During  klRat  Week”  the  Department’s  ratcatchers  were  solely  employed  in  laying 
poisoned  baits  in  rubbish  tips,  burns,  sewers,  and  other  public  places. 

As  a supplement  to  the  work  done  by  the  Department  in  connection  with  the 
extermination  of  rats,  red  squill  is  continuously  on  sale  in  the  Public  Health  office. 
Scarcely  a day  passes  without  some  poison  being  sold. 
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Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  during  “Rat 
Week”  and  also  during  the  remainder  of  the  year:  — 


Rat  Week. 

During  Remainder  of  Year. 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

5-oz.  bottles 

90 

56 

146 

223 

160 

383 

10-oz.  do. 

50 

57 

107 

111 

103 

214 

25  oz.  do. 

11 

12 

23 

43 

13 

56 

Totals,  . 

151 

125 

276 

377 

276 

653 

The  quantity  of  poison  sold  during  “Rat  Week”  was  about  the  same  as  in  the 
corresponding  week  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  City  purchasers  being  151, 
and  of  country  purchasers  125,  as  compared  with  178  and  96,  respectively.  The 
quantity  sold  in  the  Public  Health  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  was 
greater,  the  number  of  individual  purchasers  being  653,  as  compared  with  566  in 
the  previous  year. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  contained  in  the  post  cards:  — 


Rat  Week — 29th  March  to  3rd  April. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

151 

43 

1,478 

827 

1,173 

382 

816 

187 

Percentage  of  Baits  \ 
missing  . . 1 

56  per  cent. 

33  per  cent. 

23  per  cent. 

Number  of  baits  laid  by  ratcatchers  in  public  places  . . 5,767 

Number  of  such  baits  taken  away  .....  2,962 

Percentage  taken  away  . . . . . 51  per  cent. 


COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid.  Missing. 

125 

22 

902 

673 

830 

447 

I 

474  205 

Percentage  of  Baits! 
missing  . . / 

75  per  cent. 

54  per  cent. 

43  per  cent. 
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Office  Sales  during  remainder  of  Year. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

i Laid.  Missing. 

Laid.  Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

377 

40 

768  539 

i | 

726  | 365 

458 

279 

Percentage  of  Baits'! 
missing  . . j 

70  per  cent. 

50  per  cent. 

61  per  cent. 

COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 


Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

276 

22 

823 

581 

783 

581 

584 

347 

Percentage  of  Baits'! 
missing  . . / 

71  per  cent. 

74  per  cent. 

59  per  cent. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duty,  all  the  District  Inspectors  keep  a lookout  for  rat- 
infested  premises,  and,  when  such  are  found  and  sufficient  steps  are  not  being  taken 
to  exterminate  the  rats,  a notice  is  served  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 
1920,  upon  either  the  occupier  or  owner.  The  number  of  such  notices  served  during 
the  past  year  was  103.  The  corresponding  number  in  each  of  the  four  preceding 
years  was,  respectively,  81  in  1925,  55  in  1924,  54  in  1923,  and  108  in  1922. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  continuous  work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
City  during  the  past  nine  years  in  connection  with  the  extermination  of  rats  is 
having  good  effect.  Nevertheless,  it  is  necessary  in  certain  premises,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  in  making  such  premises  rat-proof,  to  carry  on  ceaselessly  the  work  of 
extermination.  Whenever  possible,  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  re-infestation. 

Valuable  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  depart- 
ment in  raising  the  pavements  and  closing  up  the  rat  runs. 

Various  poisons  have  been  used  from  time  to  time,  but  as  the  result  of  our 
experience  arsenic  and  liquid  red  squill  are  the  poisons  now  principally  employed. 
The  former  is  used  with  a variety  of  baits,  while  the  latter  is  used  by  thoroughly 
soaking  squares  of  loaf  bread  with  a mixture  of  red  squill  and  milk. 

A great  advantage  in  the  use  of  squill  is  that  it  is  guaranteed  by  the  manu- 
facturers to  be  non-injurious  to  domestic  animals — a claim  which  the  City  Bac- 
teriologist (Dr.  John  Smith)  has  by  experiments  proved  to  be  well  founded. 
Numerous  experiments  have  also  been  carried  out  on  wild  rats,  when  it  was  found 
that  if  a rat  ate  half  a cube  or  more  of  loaf  bread  soaked  with  a mixture  of  squill 
and  milk,  death  invariably  occurred  within  thirty-six  hours.  Experiments  on  the 
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feeding  of  cats,  dogs,  and  poultry  with  these  baits  showed  that  these  animals  only 
took  the  baits  after  a,  period  of  starvation,  and  even  in  cases  where  three  to  six 
cubes  of  bread  were  ingested,  no  ill  effects  were  observed.  In  these  experiments 
5 ounces  of  extract  of  red  squill  were  added  to  5 ounces  of  milk,  and  60  cubes  of 
bread  were  soaked  in  this  amount. 

In  the  course  of  their  routine  work,  the  ratcatchers  found  that  in  a linseed 
oil  refinery  the  laying  of  baits  soaked  with  squill  and  milk  was  not  attended  with 
good  results.  In  order  to  determine  whether  linseed  oil  affected  the  potency  of  the 
squill,  eleven  rats  were  trapped  in  the  oil  refinery,  and  each  rat  was  fed  with  one 
cube  of  bread  soaked  in  extract  of  squill  and  linseed  oil  (60  cubes  soaked  in  mixture 
of  5 ounces  of  extract  of  squill  and  5 ounces  of  linseed  oil).  It  was  found  that  the 
rats  delayed  eating  the  baits  until  driven  to  do'  so  by  starvation.  Two  rats  refused 
to  eat  the  bait  and  died  of  starvation.  The  remaining  nine  rats  all  died  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  eating  the  cube. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

At  the  end  of  1926,  there  were  only  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the  City, 
viz.,  the  Sailors’  Home  and  the  Home  for  Deep  Sea  Fishermen. 

The  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  register  was.  39,  being  the  same 
number  as  in  the  previous  year.  This  number  includes  four  houses  which  were 
formerly  registered  as  common  lodging-houses,  but  which,  on  account  of  the  charge 
per  night  having  been  in  1920,  increased  beyond  the  sum  of  6d.,  were  transferred 
to  the  register  of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Twenty-four  day  visits  and  36  night  visits  were  made  to  the  common  lodging- 
houses,  while  489  day  visits  and  202  night  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses  let  in 
lodgings.  The  houses  were,  with  one  exception,  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly 
condition.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  bedding. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  occupant  of  a house  let  in  lodgings  for 
failing  to  keep  the  bedding,  bed  clothing,  furniture,  and  fittings  in  good  repair  and 
in  a cleanly  condition,  and  for  failing  to  whitewash  the  walls  of  the  various  rooms. 
A plea  of  guilty  was  tendered,  and  the  case  was  adjourned  in  order  to  give  the 
occupant  an  opportunity  of  having  the  necessary  work  carried  out.  After  this  was 
done,  a penalty  of  twenty  shillings  was  imposed. 

The  Corporation  Lodging-House  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  For  the  past  few  years  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Committee  to  have 
ia  certain  amount  of  painting,  &c.,  done  annually,  and,  during  the  past  year,  the 
cost  of  the  work  done  amounted  to  <£87.  The  number  of  lodgers  ranged  from  133 
to  204. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  CINEMAS,  &c. 

Following  upon  the  circular  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  dated  6th 
December,  1920,  all  the  places  of  public  entertainment  were  periodically  visited 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  licensed  places  of  amusement  is  48,  and  the  number 
of  visits  paid  was  150. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (1). 
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POET  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  Port  Sanitary  Administration  prepared  by 
the  Local  Authority  and  approved  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  499  vessels — 
310  foreign  and  189  British — were  inspected  during  the  year.  Of  these,  38  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  34  re-visits  were  paid. 

Careful  inquiry  is  made  regarding  the  presence  of  rats.  Preventive  measures 
were  taken  on  board  all  vessels  arriving  from  plague  suspected  ports.  These  con- 
sisted of  the  provision  of  rat-guards  for  all  mooring  ropes  and  hawsers  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  rats  on  shore,  and  the  taking  of  destructive  measures  on  board. 
Specimens  of  rats  secured  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and,  in 
all  cases,  negative  results  were  obtained.  The  services  of  the  Department’s  rat 
catchers  were  employed  in  connection  with  3 vessels. 

Five  vessels,  from  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed,  were  disin- 
fected. TW  trawlers,  from  which  some  members  of  the  crews  were  removed  on 
account  of  scabies  and  vermin,  were  also  disinfected. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  vessels  visited  : — 


Number 

Found 

Found 

Number  of 

Foreign — 

Visited. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Notices  Issued. 

Steamers 

288 

263 

25 

24 

Motor  . 

9 

7 

2 

— 

Sailing  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Fishing 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

310 

283 

27 

24 

Coastwise  — 

Steamers 

168 

159 

9 

6 

Motor  . 

10 

9 

1 

— 

Sailing  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Fishing 

10 

9 

1 

1 

Total  Coastwise 

189 

178 

11 

7 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

499 

461 

38 

31 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Discovered. 

Forecastles, 

Rooms,  &c. 

Floors  dirty 

7 

Port-lights  defective  . 

4 

Floors  defective 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

Walls  dirty 

9 

Side  Plates  leaking  . 

1 

Bunks  and  Bedding  dirty 

1 

Infested  with 

vermin 

4 

Food  Lockers  dirty  . 

6 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

3 

Tables  and  Benches  dirty 

3 
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W.C.’s,  Wash-houses,  &c. 


Floors  dirty 

15 

Urinal  troughs  dirty  . 

3 

Walls  dirty 

2 

Wastepipes  choked 

4 

Seats  or  Basins  dirty 

25 

W.C.  choked 

1 

Ablution  rooms  dirty 

8 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  in  all  1,953  cases  of  infectious  disease  removed  to,  or  treated  in, 
the  various  hospitals,  and  88  cases  were  removed  to  the  Reception  House.  - In  addi- 
tion, 170  cases  of  marasmus  were  treated  in  the  City  Hospital.  The  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  supervised  at  home  was  2,210.  The  most  prevalent  infectious 
diseases  were  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  of  which  diseases  there  were  991  and  843 
cases  respectively.  There  were  377  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia,  362  of  whoop- 
ing cough,  323  of  diphtheria,  265  of  chicken-pox,  120  of  erysipelas,  57  of  acute 
influenzal  pneumonia,  48  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  44  of  dysentery,  36  of  puer- 
peral fever,  25  of  German  measles,  6 of  malaria,  5 of  acute  poliomyelitis,  3 of 
epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  3 of  typhoid  and  paratyphoid. 

The  usual  notices  were  in  every  case  served  under  Section  50  (2)  and  Section  53 
(2)  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

There  were  3,735  intimations  made  to  school  teachers,  3,541  houses  and  3,866 
sets  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected,  and  415  chaff  beds  destroyed. 

INTERMENTS. 

Applications  were  received  in  22  cases,  under  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  to  bury  unclaimed  bodies  or  the  bodies  of  persons  whose  rela- 
tives were  unable  to  do  so,  as  compared  with  21  applications  in  1925,  31  in  1924, 
21  in  1923,  47  in  1922,  25  in  1921,  and  18  in  1920. 

Nineteen  of  the  applications  were  granted,  at  a cost  to  the  Department  of 
£46  14s.,  of  which,  £4  19s.  2d.  was  refunded  by  relatives. 

The  ages  of  the  interred  were: — 10  under  one  year  of  age,  2 between  one  and 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  7 from  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Seventeen  of  the  interments  were  carried  out  in  Trinity  Cemetery,  1 in  the 
Grove  Cemetery,  and  1 in  Nigg  Churchyard. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Particulars  as  to  the  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Department  in  the  course 
of  the  year  will  be  found  in  Appendix  V. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HUMMING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


STATEMENT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  OTHER  ACTS 

DURING  1926. 

Number. 

Subordinate  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed,  .......  12 

I. — Nuisances. 

Complaints  received,  ..........  3,877 

Intimations  under  Section  19,  ........  6,661 

Notices  served  under  Section  20,  ........  334 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  5 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ......  5 

II.  — Workshops. 

Inspections,  2,164 

Notices  served  under  Section  2 (3)  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  . . . 499 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

III. — Tents  and  Vans. 

Inspections,  ...........  140 

IV.  — Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority,  .........  0 

Notices  to  Owners  (Section  74),  .........  0 

V.— Common  Lodging-Houses. 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1925,  ........  2 

*Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  .....  1 

Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p.  m.,  . . . . . . . 36 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a. m.,  ........  24 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers,  .......  0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer  (Section  97),  . . . . 0 

Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with,  ........  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  &c. ), 

* Meantime  registered  as  a “ House  Let  in  Lodgings.” 

VI. — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

On  Register  at  3lst  December,  1925,  ........  39 

Inspections,  ...........  691 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  1 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ......  1 

VII. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c.,  ..........  11,613 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital,  .........  1,953 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception,  . . . . . . . ■ 

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2), I 0 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2),/ 

Intimations  to  Education  Authorities,  Teachers,  &c.,  ......  3,735 

Houses  and  Premises  disinfected,  3,541 

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding.  &c. , disinfected  or  destroyed,  .....  3,866 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ....... 

VIII. — Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69, 
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IX. — Slaoghter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 


Number. 


Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to  establish,  . * . . . 1 

Applications  granted,  ........  Not  yet  disposed  of. 

Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or  Renewal  of  Licence,  ....  7 

Applications  granted,  ..........  7 

Public  Slaughter-Houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority,  0 

Private  Slaughter-Houses,  .......  5 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with,  .....  0 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses,  .........  3,889 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses,  .......  2,411 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  December,  1926,  ....  46 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  &c. ),  0 

X. — Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  43,  / ^ ^eat’  ••••••••  0 

\ (b)  Other  Foods,  ......  4,229 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food,  l(«)  Meat,  0 

\ (b)  Other  Foods,  .......  145 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Food  destroyed  with  Owner’s  Consent  by  or  at  the 

instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  . . . . .145 

Cases  in  which  Owners  of  Unsound  Food  were  prosecuted,  .....  0 

XI. — Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . .1,618 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  .......  . . 1,408 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  . . . .210 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  . . 17 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  . . . . .16 

XII.  — Condensed  Milk  Regulations. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  .........  27 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  ..........  24 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  .....  ...  3 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ......  0 

XIII.— Dried  Milk  Regulation 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . . . .10 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  . . . . . . .10 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  .........  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ......  0 

XIV.— Rag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . . . . .12 

Certified  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  .......  12 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  ......  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 


XV. — Bye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-laws  relating  to — 

(а)  Pig-styes,  . .191 

(б)  Other  sanitary  matters,  ........  0 
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APPENDIX  II. 


DETAILS  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  YEAR. 

A— Drainage. 

Defective  drains  made  good  ........  39 

Drains  properly  ventilated  .......  7 

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up  .....  23 

Water-closet  fitted  up  in  lieu  of  privy  ......  1 

Defective  water-closets  replaced  .......  20 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  .......  88 

Soil-pipes  of  water-closets  renewed  or  repaired  ...  38 

Ventilation  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ......  28 

Water-closet  cisterns  repaired  . . . .187 

Overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  repaired  ......  9 

Pulls  for  cisterns  provided  .......  15 

Defective  flushpipes  repaired  ........  107 

Basins  of  water-closets  replaced  or  repaired  ....  31 

Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  water-closets  ....  20 

Additional  sinks  provided  ........  3 

Defective  sinks  replaced  or  repaired  ......  26 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  ........  44 

Water  taps  repaired  .........  15 

Defective  bath  replaced  ........  1 

Waste  or  rain-water  pipes  replaced  or  repaired  ....  138 

Lead  traps  provided  for  waste-pipes  ....  .4 

Defective  grid  traps  replaced  .......  7 

New  gratings  provided  for  grid  traps  ....  45 

New  gratings  provided  for  fresh  air  inlets  ....  2 

Additional  eaves  gutters  and  rain-water  pipes  fitted  up  . . 5 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  .......  150 

Defective  inspection  covers  renewed  .......  29 

New  cover  provided  for  intercepting  trap  ......  1 

Choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out  ......  1,147 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out  .......  1,511 

B — Structural  Defects,  &c. 

Accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  . 294 

Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  removed  ....  18 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  ........  4 

Privies  provided  with  pails  ......  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  .....  20 

Manure  pit  provided  ........  1 

Passages  paved  ......  .17 

Bleachgreens  re-surfaced  ....  .3 

Courts  repaired  .......  .45 

Passages  repaired  ......  .27 

Unsuitable  apartments  disused  as  sleeping  apartments  . 3 

Overcrowding  abated  ......  36 

Enclosed  beds  opened  up  ....  4 

Improved  window  ventilation  for  dwelling  apartments  . 19 

Broken  sashcords  renewed  . . . . . 117 

Broken  quadrants  renewed  or  repaired  ...  22 

Sash  fasteners  repaired  or  renewed  ....  5 
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Windows  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired  . . . 160 

Roof-lights  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired  . . .11 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  lobbies  or  staircases  reglazed  or  repaired  . 207 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  drying-lofts  reglazed  or  repaired  ...  5 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed  .....  127 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  wash-houses  reglazed  .....  225 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  water-closets  .....  9 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  wash-houses  .....  2 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  staircases  .....  3 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  ......  9 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  re-harled  or  re-pointed  .....  13 

Window  rybats  re-pointed  ........  12 

Damp  dwelling-houses  remedied  .......  33 

Roof  coverings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  ......  80 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  ....  146 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  repaired  . . 791 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  pends  and  passages  repaired  ...  58 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  repaired  ....  270 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  repaired  ....  198 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  drying  lofts  repaired  ....  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling  apartments  whitewashed  or  repapered  . . 102 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  whitewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned  1,520 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  whitewashed  .....  343 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  private  pends  lime  washed  .....  60 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  bathrooms  cleaned  . . . . . 4 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  whitewashed  .....  3,140 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  privies  cleaned  ......  19 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  whitewashed  .....  1,661 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-lofts  whitewashed  .....  41 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  repaired  ......  65 

Floors  of  lobbies,  landings,  and  stair-steps  repaired  ....  149 

Wash-houses  repaired — 

Roofs  ..........  89 

Walls  .........  26 

Floors  .........  27 

Doors  .........  38 

Tubs  . ........  37 

Gantries  ..........  15 

Brickwork  of  boilers  ........  125 

Furnaces  ..........  52 

Boilers  repaired  or  renewed  .......  26 

Boiler  lids  repaired  or  renewed  .......  37 

Flues  ..........  21 

Windows  ..........  31 

Water-closet  apartments  repaired — 

Roofs  .........  , 114 

Walls  ..........  96 

Floors  ..........  21 

Doors  ..........  79 

Seats  .........  113 

Windows  ..........  13 

Cellars  repaired — 

Roofs  ..........  251 

Walls  39 
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Floors  . • . . ' . . . 3 

Doors  ..........  57 

Locks  for  water-closet  apartments  provided  or  repaired  64 

Woodwork  around  sinks  renewed  or  repaired  ....  82 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ........  22 

Grates  and  fire-places  repaired  .......  56 

Doors  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  or  provided  ....  58 

Door  furniture  renewed  or  repaired  .......  103 

Door  bells  repaired  .........  5 

Mantel  shelves  repaired  ........  7 

Back  gates  repaired  or  renewed  .......  4 

Woodwork  of  cupboards  repaired  .......  6 

Window  blinds  repaired  or  renewed  .......  7 

Stair  handrails  or  balustrades  repaired  or  renewed  ....  40 

Linoleum  coverings  of  lobbies,  stairsteps,  &c.,  repaired  or  renewed  . 32 

Clothes  poles  renewed  or  repaired  .......  14 

Boundary  walls  repaired  ........  22 

Palings  repaired  .........  47 

Back  courts  and  areas  cleaned  .......  53 

Passages  cleaned  .........  42 

Lanes  cleaned  ..........  2 

Entrance  lobbies,  stairsteps,  and  landings  cleaned  ....  61 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  .....  131 

Floors  of  wash-houses  cleaned  . . . . . . 11 

Floors  of  drying-lofts  cleaned  .......  13 

Sinks  cleaned  ..........  4 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  cleaned  ......  121 

Dwelling  apartments  in  which  articles  of  furniture  were  cleaned  . . 118 

Sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  cleaned  ......  117 

Nuisances  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated  .....  130 

Offensive  smells  in  dwelling  apartments  abated  .....  28 

Houses  cleared  of  bugs  ........  74 

Stables  repaired  . .......  2 


C— Smoke  Abatement. 

(a)  Factories,  &c.— 


Number  of  observations  made  .......  64 

Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  or  warnings  given  . 1 

Number  of  prosecutions  .......  0 

(b)  Steam  Wagons — 

Number  of  observations  made  .......  2,880 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given  .....  14 

Number  of  prosecutions  ........  0 

D— Pig-Styes. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  pig-styes  limewashed  ....  381 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  boiling-houses  limewashed  .....  29 

Walls  of  pig-styes  repaired  ...  .14 

Roofs  of  pig-styes  repaired  ........  4 

Floors  of  pig-styes  repaired  ........  42 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  repaired  .......  3 

Doors  of  pig-styes  repaired  ........  2 

Pa-rtition  walls  repaired  f f . . 27 
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Boiling-houses  repaired  ...... 

Courtyards  repaired  ....... 

Passages  repaired  ....... 

Manure  pits  repaired  ....... 

Feeding  troughs  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Floors  of  pig-styes  cleaned  ...... 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  cleaned  ..... 

Boilers  cleaned  ....... 

Improved  means  of  drainage  provided  .... 

Courtyards  cleaned  ....... 

Cesspools  emptied  ....... 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ..... 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  ..... 

Windows  and  roof-lights  reglazed  ..... 

E— Workshops. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year  ..... 

Added  during  year  ....... 

Closed  during  year  ....... 

Converted  into  factories  ...... 

On  register  at  end  of  year  ...... 

Number  of  visits  paid  ....... 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned 
Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ..... 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned  ..... 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned  ..... 

Floors  of  workshops  cleaned  ..... 

Floor  of  cloakroom  cleaned  ...... 

Windows  cleaned  ....... 

Floors  of  staircases  or  passages  cleaned  .... 

Premises  in  which  fish  boxes  were  cleaned  .... 

Offal  stances  cleaned  ....... 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Doors  of  water-closets  repaired  ..... 

Roof  of  water-closet  repaired  . . . . . 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  . 

Locks  provided  for  .water-closets  . 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  out  . . . • 

Privies  cleaned  out  . * 

Additional  water-closet  accommodation  provided  . 

Additional  means  of  ventilation  provided  for  workshops  . 
Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  .... 

Means  provided  for  conveying  gas  fumes  into  chimneys  . 

Floors  of  workshops  repaired  ..... 

Windows  reglazed  or  repaired  ..... 

Courtyards  cleaned  ...... 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  ..... 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  .... 

Accumulations  of  fish  offal  removed  ..... 

Other  complaints  removed  ..... 

F — Bakehouses. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year  .... 

Added  during  year  ....... 


4 

5 
4 
2 

34 

20 

4 
3 

5 
5 
3 
8 
3 
8 


744 

33 

42 

4 

731 

2,009 

02 

33 

34 
31 
16 

2 

1 

2 

7 

15 

2 

4 

5 
1 

6 
2 

8 
3 
5 
3 
1 
1 
5 
3 

18 

22 

9 

5 

5 


82 

1 
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Closed  during  year  ...  .6 

On  register  at  end  of  year  . . . 77 

Number  of  visits  paid  ...  . ..  343 

Bakehouses  limewashed  .......  61 

Glazed  walls  cleaned  .........  9 

Pastry  rooms  limewashed  .....  6 

Stores  or  cellars  limewashed  .......  33 

Water-closets  limewashed  ...  ....  17 

Passages  and  staircases  limewashed  ...  .10 

Cloakrooms  limewashed  ...  ...  7 

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleaned  ......  19 

Floors  of  stores  cleaned  ........  8 

Floors  of  pastry  rooms  cleaned  ......  4 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned  .......  5 

Stairsteps  and  passages,  &c.,  cleaned  . 7 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned  .......  11 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ....  17 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned  .......  12 

Windows  cleaned  .........  7 

Sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  cleaned  .......  8 

Ovens  and  hot-plates  cleaned  ......  10 

Baking  machines  cleaned  ........  14 

Steam  presses  cleaned  .........  23 

Bakehouse  tables  cleaned  ........  15 

Baking  utensils  cleaned  ........  38 

Bread  boxes  cleaned  .......  21 

Shelves  cleaned  .........  16 

Woodwork  of  doors  cleaned  ........  30 

Courtyards  cleaned  .........  4 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  bakehouses  .....  2 

Defective  waste  pipe  repaired  .......  1 

Defective  water-closet  repaired  .......  1 

Floors  of  bakehouses  repaired  .......  7 

Cords  provided  for  windows  and  roof-lights  .....  8 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  . . . . . 5 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  bakehouses  repaired  ....  3 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceiling  of  flour  store  repaired  ....  1 

Windows  repaired  or  reglazed  .......  5 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  removed  .....  15 

Covers  provided  for  food  receptacles  ......  8 

Suitable  receptacle  provided  for  storing  fuel  .....  1 

Premises  cleared  of  vermin  ........  2 

G— Milkshops. 

Walls  of  milkshops  cleaned  ........  68 

Ceilings  of  milkshops  cleaned  .......  65 

Walls  of  back  rooms  cleaned  ........  52 

Ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned  .......  38 

Walls  of  staircases  to  basements  whitewashed  ..... 

Walls  of  cellars  whitewashed  .......  10 

Windows  cleaned  ........  10 

Doors  cleaned  ..........  2 

Shelves,  counters,  and  other  fittings  cleaned  .....  43 

Cupboards  cleaned  .........  7 
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Sinks  cleaned  ..........  5 

Gas  stoves  cleaned  .........  2 

Woodwork  of  sinks  cleaned  ........  4 

Milk  vessels  cleaned  .........  12 

Stairsteps  cleaned  .........  5 

Floors  cleaned  ..........  24 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  . . 5 

Doors  communicating  with  common  lobbies  closed  up  . . 16 

General  cleanliness  improved  ........  32 

Window  areas  cleaned  out  ........  8 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  .......  60 

Counter  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  ......  3 

Floors  repaired  .........  24 

Doors  repaired  .......  . . 2 

Plaster  repaired  .........  10 

Roof  covering  repaired  ........  1 

Milk  vessel  renewed  .........  1 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  renewed  or  provided  . 7 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  repaired  ....  6 

Warnings  given  regarding  covers  not  being  used  . .22 

Woodwork  of  sinks  repaired  ........  6 

Windows  reglazed  .....  .10 

Improved  ventilation  provided  .......  5 

Offensive  smell  abated  ....  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .......  25 

Courtyard  cleaned  .........  1 

Milk  carts  cleaned  or  repainted  ......  2 

Milk  barrows  cleaned  .....  ...  4 

Shops  from  which  unsuitable  articles  were  removed  ....  13 

Other  complaints  removed  .......  9 

H— Food  Shops. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  shops  cleaned  ......  135 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned  ....  125 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  stores  cleaned  .......  4 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cloakrooms  cleaned  ......  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  cleaned  ...  . . 3 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cellars  cleaned  .....  35 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  ......  29 

Floors  of  shops  cleaned  ....  ...  23 

Floors  of  cellars  cleaned  ........  4 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ....  12 

Fittings  cleaned  .........  25 

Windows  cleaned  .........  4 

Doors  cleaned  ..........  5 

Additional  ventilation  provided  .......  1 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ......  IS 

Counters  repaired  ........  2 

Floors  repaired  .......  .23 

Stairsteps  repaired  ......  .3 

Floor  coverings  repaired  or  renewed  .......  73 

Woodwork  around  sinks  repaired  3 

Windows  of  shops  reglazed  or  repaired  ...  .6 

Roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed  ......  2 
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Water-closet  cisterns  repaired  . . . . . . 3 

Sink  renewed  ..........  1 

Wash-hand  basins  repaired  ........  2 

Waste  pipe  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .......  23 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  .......  4 

Other  complaints  removed  ........  17 

I— Places  of  Public  Amusement. 

Number  of  inspections  .......  150 

Cords  for  ventilators  provided  .......  6 

Sashcords  for  windows  renewed  .......  12 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned  ......  9 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  repaired  ......  4 

Floor  of  hall  cleaned  .........  1 

Floor  of  dressing-room  cleaned  .......  1 

Floor  of  passage  cleaned  ........  1 

Floor  of  water-closet  cleaned  ........  1 

Walls  of  halls  cleaned  .........  13 

Walls  of  heating  chambers  cleaned  .......  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned  ....  32 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  and  passages  cleaned  ....  26 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  ......  42 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned  . . . 11 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  .......  13 

Wash-hand  basins  cleaned  .......  3 

Urinal  stalls  cleaned  .....  . 3 

Floors  repaired  ........  2 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  .9 

Water-closet  seats  repaired  or  renewed  . 3 

Windows  repaired  or  reglazed  ....  4 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  .6 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  ...  .2 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . 2 

Lock  of  water-closet  door  renewed  ...  . 1 

Other  complaints  removed  ...  2 
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APPENDIX  III. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD. 


Number  and  Place 

of  Inspections  of  Food  during  Year 

1926. 

Fish  Market,  . 

327 

Fleshers’  Shops,  . 

35 

Shipping  Sheds,  .... 

212 

Fruiterers’  Shops, 

6 

Fish-curing  Premises, 

580 

Restaurants, 

. 1 

Slaughter-houses, 

. 3,889 

New  Market  Hall, 

243 

Meat  Marts,  .... 

. 1,759 

Street  Markets,  . 

127 

Provision  Curing  Works,  . 

226 

Other  Premises,  . 

. 2.287 

Grocers’  Shops,  .... 
Fishmongers’  Shops,  . 

14 

7 

Total, 

. 9.877 

Wholesale  Warehouses, 

164 

Unsound  Food  Seized  or  Destroyed  during  year  1926. 


Weight  in  Lbs. 


no 

m 

O s 

. N 

o ‘5 

* 

* 

s 

1 

3 

*. 

© 

*3 

83 

0> 

i 

C 

3 

o 

TS  • 

,S  § 

'3 

s* 

00 

a> 

Q> 

A 

JS 

m 

M 

> 

§ 

Ot 

O 

o 

Cb 

Et< 

O 

£ 

Jany.,  . 

103 

22,687 

7 

375 

307 

865 

70 

18 

1,100 

1,580 

Feby.,. 

97 

27,987 

132 

307 

424 

389 

2 

299 

56 

5,000 

March , 

. 143 

26,875 

239 

558 

496 

1,374 

46 

1,664 

3,000 

April,  . 

. 135 

20,478 

288 

1,102 

313 

965 

731 

700 

May,  . 

104 

15,183 

8 

286 

959 

859 

577 

3,200 

June,  . 

119 

25,477 

25 

332 

623 

988 

14 

473 

1,200 

July,  . 

122 

14,095 

200 

436 

305 

1,169 

214 

24 

1,071 

4,656 

1,950 

August, 

92 

13,327 

341 

649 

993 

914 

1,580 

720 

Sept.,  . 

119 

19,628 

336 

1,298 

571 

24 

619 

150 

Oct. , . 

82 

21,567 

340 

846 

528 

389 

Nov.,  . 

103 

22,376 

617 

73 

605 

276 

19 

74 

170 

Dec. , . 

. 110 

26,130 

344 

213 

796 

725 

306 

Totals, 

. 1,329 

255,810 

1,243 

5,243 

7,089 

10,031 

644 

63 

8,217 

6,442 

170 

17,350 

* Including  offal  where  forming  only  part  of  seizure. 


Food  Inspections. — Summary  for  years  1917  to  1926. 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1 Number  of  Inspections,  . 11,370 

10,433 

10,416  9,828 

10,080 

8,507 

8,123 

9,654 

10,645 

9,877 

Number  of  Seizures,  . 1,052 

Weight  of  Food  Seized 

1,680 

2,464  2,504 

1,350 

1,328 

1,398 

1,616 

1,552 

1,329 

(Tons),  ...  96 

173 

270 

272 

133 

156 

132 

177 

155 

139 

I Number  of  Cases  dealt 

with  by  Magistrates,  . ...  1 ...  ...  2 

j Legal  Proceedings  instituted,  ...  1 2 

Fines  Imposed, £5  18s.  6d £10  10s. 

i 
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APPENDIX  IV. 


LIST  OF  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  IN  ABERDEEN  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1926, 
WITH  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES. 


Description  of  Workshop. 

Bakers,  . . . . 

Basketmakers,  .... 
Blacksmiths, 

Bootmakers,  .... 
Bottlers,  ..... 
Brushmaker,  .... 
Cartwrights,  .... 
Carvers,  .... 
Confectioners,  .... 

Coopers, 

Corset  Makers,  .... 
Cycle  Repairers,  .... 
Dentists  (Mechanical), 
Embroiderer,  .... 
Engravers,  . 

Fishcurers,  ..... 
Fishdriers,  ..... 
Fishing  Net  Makers,  . 

Fish  Packers,  .... 
Fish  Box  Washers, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

Florist,  ..... 
Furniture,  Makers  of,  . 

Furriers,  ..... 
Gold  Paint  Manufacturer,  . 

Golf  Club  Repairer, 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaner,  . 

Health  Salt  Manufacturer,  . 
Indiarubber  Merchants, 

Joiners,  ..... 

Japanner, 

Laundries,  ..... 
Mattress  Makers, 

Milliners,  ..... 
Motor  Repairers, 

Oil  Manufacturer, 

Optician,  ..... 
Onion  Bunching, 

Painters  (including  Glass  Stainers), 
Paper  Bag  Makers, 

Photographers,  .... 
Piano  Repairers,  .... 
Picture  Frame  Makers, 


Number. 

No.  of 
Male 

Employees. 

No.  of 
Female 
Employees. 

35 

38 

47 

3 

15 

— 

20 

33 

— 

18 

14 

— 

7 

25 

25 

1 

l 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

12 

6 

10 

7 

11 

— 

2 

— 

— 

13 

17 

— 

4 

12 

— 

1 

— 

2 

5 

6 

— 

91 

...  248 

477 

4 

70 

— 

5 

10 

68 

81 

...  210 

62 

14 

29 

— 

2 

4 

39 

1 

— 

5 

35 

72 

38 

3 

— 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 'J 

1 

3 

10 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

12 

10 

— 

1 • 

2 

_ 

7 

1 

35 

2 

2 

3 

31 

— 

67 

7 

22 

— 

1 

3 

— ■! 

1 

1 

— 

2 

8 

— 

31 

...  282 

2 

2 

— 

26 

12 

2 

30 

4 

6 

4 

9 

19 

2 

7B 


Description  of  Workshops. 
Plaster  Casters  and  Tile  Fixers, 
Plumbers,  .... 
Rag  and  Metal  Merchants,  . 
Riggers,  .... 

Ropemakers, 

Sackmaker,  .... 
Saddlers,  .... 
Sailmaker,  .... 
Saw  Trimmers,  . 

Scale  Repairers,  . 

Shirt  Maker, 

Stonecutters, 

Sewing  Machine  Repairer,  . 
Tailors,  .... 

Tinsmiths,  .... 
Typewriter  Repairers, . 
Umbrella  Repairer, 
Undertakers, 

Venetian  Blind  Maker, 
Watchmakers  and  Jewellers, 
Wearing  Apparel,  Makers  of, 
Wigmakers, 

Wire  workers, 


Number. 

No.  of 
Male 

Employees. 

No.  of 
Female 
Employee 

4 

4 

— 

27 

89 

— 

9 

16 

23 

4 

14 

— 

2 

5 

— 

1 

3 

— 

10 

14 

3 

1 

1 

— 

3 

7 

— 

2 

6 

— 

1 

— 

6 

5 

16 

— 

1 

1 

— 

105 

...  161 

...  185 

8 

27 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

... 

4 

9 

7 

1 

2 

— 

15 

19 

— 

57 

1 

...  213 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

— 

766 


1,594 


. 1,403 


Totals, 


APPENDIX  V. — Proceedings  for  Contraventions  of  Statutes  in  year  1926. 
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